Some notes about Renju World Championship Qualification tournament.

I would like to start my short notes from tournament organisation. As we dont have usually special organisers (and referees), players need to do most of things by their own hands. So, this time main organiser was Lin Huang-yu, who also needed to play both very tough and nervous tournaments  – QT and AT (!). Another big cliff of organisation, Chen Ko-han played QT and BT+ blitz (short tournament, but still taking a lot of energy). I really admire them, because they did amazingly good job. They (as well as Sung Pei-Jung and all other organisers) were always very kind to take time for listening our small problems, even if they were hurry to go to play their tournament game. One example – I was talking with Liu Yang during breakfast, but we didnt undertand each other very well, so Lin Huang-yu helped with translating (just a minute before his AT round started !). Small problem for organisers was lack of English language speakers (or other nations lack of Chinese speakers ( ), so Lin Huang-yu who’s English is very good, was really busy also because of that. No doubt, that Lin’s and Chen’s results in tournaments could be clearly better without organising work.
But let’s go closer to event. This was 13th international qualification tournament (first 2 championships, 1989 and 1991 places in final were just divided by RIF) and in my mind strongest, even if Tunnet Taimla and Konstantin Nikonov were not able to play and resigned from tournament in last minute. Even number of participants – 28 was biggest so far (8 years ago in Pardubice 27 players took part). At least half of them had very realistic chance to enter to top 5 getting to A- final, some more had maybe smaller chance to be in top with very big luck.
In first round met players with 1-st ranking (Okabe) and Lu (15th), 2nd (Sushkov) and 16th (Chou, Taiwanese reserve player in case of odd number of players) and so on. 2 very strong players, Wai Chan Keyong and Liu Yang didnt have established RIF rating yet, so they got 25th and 26th seeding accordingly, what was clearly not their real position. So, Wai’s win over Wang Yuxuan was actually not counted as surprise. But small surprise was Georg-Romet Topkin’s win against Chinese star Mei Fan. Okabe made draw with Lu and Chen with Kim Hong-soon. 
 Second round. Sushkov didnt show his best shape (yet), not finding relatively easy (for top player of course) win against Koyama. Going to defense in that variant was not possible, so Sushkov lost. Nakayama overplayed Hobemagi. Oll got point against Epifanov, but not thanks for good playing. In pairs Lin–Wai, Tang-Topkin and Tachi-Lan was made draw.
Third round. Aivo first didnt realize winning position in middle of game with Nakayama, later gave tempo to opponent for going to most dangerous corner... Third leader after 2 rounds, Koyama put losing 5th move against Lan.
 Sushkov chose too optimistic tactics and was not able to defend opponent’s strong attack. Another Russian star, Dmitri Epifanov had risky tactics too and lost to Liu Yang.
2 megastars of QT – Okabe and Lin accepted draw after long battle. Topkin didnt find win what Lu offered him during the game. So, situation after 3 rounds:

1. Nakayama 3

2.-5. Lu, Tang, Wai, Lan 2,5

6.-13. Okabe, Lin, Mei, Koyama, Wang, Hobemagi, Oll, Liu Yang 2

... Somewhere in deep sh** with 1 point: 18.-24. World Exchampion, Mr. Sushkov, Chou Huang and others.
Interesting, none of players having rather good start with 2,5 points out of 3 didnt reach to final, but even two players who shared place no 24!

Forth round. Probably Mr. Wai unfortunately didnt have Dima Epifanov’s super book „The cadged tiger“, because he played with Nakayama 5th move what is marked in book as losing one. Long fighting game had Lu and Tang, what was finally won by Lu. Mei beat Koyama. Lin and Oll received rather easy wins accordingly against Liu and Wang.
Already 3rd draw was made by Okabe-san – this time in game with Lan.

Somewhere in deep sh** got his second point boy from small Russian town Gatchina – Vovcik Sushkov. His victim was boy from small Estonian town, Tallinn – Brenet Rahumagi. Chou Huang won over Park.
Fifth round. There were 2 identical games in i4 till 12th, where two Taiwanese were included – Lu-Nakayama and Chen-Wai.
Lu played quickly 13. h6, but after 14. k8(!) was game over. Chen played correct 13. L10 and was able to win his battle (third in a row), kicking out brilliant Macao player Wai among AT candidates. Lin played risky variant against Lan, but it worked out well. Oll had advantage in game with Mei fan, but finally made a fatal mistake. Okabe had very long fight with Koyama, what ended with draw. For Okabe it was already fourth draw in this competition! Koyama had half point less than his country mate, so he was out from AT after this round. Out was also Epifanov, who made mistake in winning position and lost to Topkin. But Sushkov and Chou saved their theoretical chances for AT, beating accordingly Mesila and Liu.
Standings after 5th rond

1. Nakayama 5 (almost qualified)
2.-3. Lin, Mei 4

4. Chen, Lu, Tang, 3,5

5.-10. Okabe, Lan, Oll, Sushkov, Chou Huang, Wang 3

Nakayama almost already secured place in AT. So practically fight continued for 9 people to 4 places (players having 2,5 points had still small theoretical chances). 

In sixth round ended one game very quickly – Nakayama and Lin didnt start to fight, but drawed the point fast. Lu Wei-yuan, strong and interesting player, made second unconfident game in a row, Mei won rather easily. Tang was able to beat Chen. Lan didnt check carefully game Sushkov-Koyama in i9 and Chou Huang could get easy win against him. Sushkov won long and interesting game with Wang.  
 Okabe demonstrated good skill to count variants and found nice winning plan against Oll. I suppose that Aivo’s tactics do not change color in i8/i12 wasnt good.

So, situation after 6 rounds was following:

1. Nakayama 5,5 – qualified

2. Mei 5 (almost qualified having good coefficient)

3.-4. Lin and Tang 4,5

5.-7. Sushkov, Chou Huang, Okabe 4

8.-11. Lu, Koyama, Topkin, Chen 3,5

Some players (like Lin and Tang) needed to count coefficients to check their chances to go to final in case of draw, some like Sushkov knew that they need first to win and second wait for miracle. Theoretical chances had also players with 3,5 points (best Lu with very high coefficient), but except miracle they also were hoping Tang-Lin do not make a draw and hoping that Okabe-Sushkov (finally 2 players with highest rank met in last round!) will make a draw.   
First 2 tables – Nakayama- Mei and Lin-Tang made quick draws. For Lin draw gave rather safe chance to go to final, but not for Tang. For him it was totally safe in case if Chou Huang dont get more than draw. In case of Chou Huang’s win he had almost no chance against Okabe’s coefficient, so he needed to hope for draw or at least Sushkov’s win and his coefficient coming lower.
Chen was clearly tired and was not able to find good plan against Chou Huang. Chou Huang won. Chou had enough good coefficient to go to final with 4th result (Lin Huang-yu secured third place). To fifth place there was still 3 candidates left – Okabe, Tang and Sushkov. Okabe had good coefficient, but he needed to win his complicated game with complicated opponent. Till that time 3 players of Tang’s coefficients lost their games – Lu (to Koyama, who was Sushkov’s coefficient!), Topkin and Kim. Also Chen was his coefficient. Only Tachi and Sun made draws in their games. Sushkov coefficient, what was quite miserable (not a big surprise for player beeing so long in bottom of tournament table), became closer. So, now Tang’s hope was draw in Okabe – Sushkov. In case of Sushkov’s win he needed Sushkov’s coefficent Rahumagi do not get more than draw in his game with Peter. Situation in this game seemed to be under Peter’s control. At the same time Okabe attacked against Sushkov and situation was unclear – this game was really long, both players used most of their time already in early stage of the game.
 Ended game in 14th (last table), so important for Tang. Bad news for him and good for Sushkov’s fans, after several mistakes Peter lost his game with Brenet. 

Volodia himself of course didnt know anything about coefficients, as his game was full of fight. Okabe, who needed only win as well needed to continue sharp, even, if position didnt allow it. So, Sushkov took control over the game and considering short time acted really calm, finding quickly nice win. So, now Tang and Sushkov had same Buchholz (sum of opponents points), but second criterion was Berger coefficient, giving 5th place to Sushkov with quarter point advantage (Forth criterion after equal points, Buchholz and Berger is personal game, as they didnt play with each other, it was missing. Fifth – bigger number of wins was better for Volodia. In case of all equal criteria there is additional game(s) with shortened time control)!
So, final results of QT:

Place
Number
Participant
Residence
Points
Buchholz
Berger
Wins

1
(3)

Nakayama T.
JPN

6
25.5

20.25
5

2
(9)

Mei F.

CHN

5½
29.5

23.00
5

3
(8)

Lin H.

TPE

5
27.0

18.00
3

4
(16)

Chou_Huang Y.
TPE
5
27.0

16.50
5

5
(2)

Sushkov V.
RUS

5
25.0

17.50
5

6
(6)

Tang K. L.
MAC

5
25.0

17.25
4

7
(10)

Koyama J.
JPN

4½
26.5

15.00
4

8
(4)

Lan Z.

CHN

4
28.5

14.75
3

9
(1)

Okabe H.
JPN

4
28.0

14.50
2

10
(26)

Liu Y.

CHN

4
24.5

11.50
4

11
(14)
Epifanov D.
RUS

4
19.5
8.50
4

12
(15)
Lu W.

TPE

3½
32.0
14.00
3

13
(5)
Oll A.

EST

3½
28.5
11.25
3

14
(23)
Topkin G.
EST

3½
27.5
15.00
3

15
(13)
Tachi M.
JPN

3½
24.5
10.25
2

16
(7)
Chen K.
TPE

3½
24.0
9.25
3

17
(11)
Wang Y.
CHN

3½
21.0
7.75
3

18
(20)
Sun I.

MAC

3½
20.5
5.75
3

19
(25)
Wai C. K.
MAC

3
30.5
12.75
2

20
(12)
Hobemagi M.
EST

3
25.5
9.00
3

21
(18)
Mesila V.
EST

3
21.0
5.00
3

22
(27)
Park S.

KOR

3
18.0
3.00
3

23
(21)
Kim H.
KOR

2½
28.0
8.75
2

24
(17)
Gardstrom P.
SWE

2
23.5
3.00
2

25
(24)
Rahumagi B.
EST

2
19.5
1.00
2

26
(19)
Balabhai V.
RUS

2
18.5
2.00
2

27
(22)
Jonsson P.
SWE

1
19.0
0.00
1

28
(28)
Cho I.

KOR

0
18.5
0.00
0
Some words also about players, who didnt reach to final. Strong players we could find in each area of final table – for example in 24th row is brilliant Swedish player Petter Gardström, participant of 5 AT (1989-2001), in 20th row Martin Hobemagi, AT player from 2013 and 2015. In AT have played before also Tang, Lan, Okabe, Epifanov, Oll and Chen. Actually Lu Wei-yuan too – 4th place in gomoku AT (2009).
