The International Qualification Tournament, 1993 

By Ando Meritee, 2002 

The World Championship 1993 was much different from the previous two World Championships because of the new qualification system that was used. RIF had decided to set national quotas for each country, and create a special Qualification Tournament where the players who did not have seats in A-final could fight for the 3 remaining A-final seats that were the awards for the 3 best in the Qualification Tournament.
The other 9 seats of A-final were taken before already: Nara, Hasegawa, Sagara, Nikonov, Kozhin, Reims, Pogosyan, Sundling, Karlsson. 

The Qualification Tournament was supposed to have 15 players according to the signups, but in the last moment, a night before the first round, RIF decided to allow one Russian player (Ilyin) and one Sweden player (Henningsson) to take part in QT. So, there were 17 players then.
The tournament was to be played in Swiss system with 7 rounds. There were many good players who desired the top 3 places. It was really hard to predict the outcome of the tournament. Some surprises happened already in the third round of the QT - Ilyin lost his game to Henningsson because of running out of thinking time. It happened because Ilyin did not understand the new kind of bayomi time rule, from Japan. This undeserved loss probably broke Ilyin's confidence and mood to play, and he could not find strength to struggle up to the top of the tournament table after that. Other strong players were stable, and had chances to fight for the top 3 places. 

The standings of top players before the last round: 

Meritee   5.5p

Mikhailov   5p

Soosõrv   4.5p

Savchenko   4p

Eybatov     4p

...

The pairing of last round: 

Meritee - Eybatov
Mikailov - Savchenko
Soosõrv - Degtyar 

It was really a thrilling moment. Meritee had already secured the place in top 3, but the other two places were all open. All the 5 players with 4 points and up had the chance to enter the top 3. The first one who lost the hopes was Eybatov after the loss to Meritee.
Mikhailov's situation seemed to be te easiest because all he had to do was to survive and get at least draw. But his opponent Savchenko had nothing to lose - Savchenko put all his strength into the last game and pulled out a win! Soosõrv won his game and secured the place in top 3, too. So, when the games were over, lots of people were around those boards, and nervously doing the calculations - who will be the third to qualify to A-final? Mikhailov or Savchenko? They both got 5 points and the coefficient was supposed to decide the lucky 3rd place. After calculating the coefficients, it was really a surprise - both players had exactly the same value - 30.5p.
Now, people started to dig out papers about the tournament regulations which might say something about the procedures how to determine the places in such cases. According to the regulation, in case of such tie, and extra match with shortened time control should be held. 

It was a very emotional moment. Both Mikhailov and Savchenko were seemingly nervous and under huge pressure. After some time, the extra match was ready to go. A big crowd of [image: image1.png]


people stood around the board. Some people even stood on the stage that was right beside the table, to get a better view about what was happening in that extra game. 
Will Savchenko win again? Or will the tables turn and Mikhailov will be victorious? 

Savchenko set the first stone on board. Mikhailov, being emotional, put the 2nd stone on the board with loud click. It was a good psychological tactics which made his opponent more nervous. Both players got additional pressure from short time control. Savchenko decided to use i11 opening, to be safe. Mikhailov swapped the colors and surprised his opponent with the variant of 11-k10, instead of traditional 11-f9. Savchenko was not prepared for this, and the time was too short to find good moves there. The game ended by the 21th move, with Mikhailov's victory. Both players were so emotional, and so was the audience, influenced by the passion of both players. Likely, it was the most famous game in the history of Qualification Tournaments - giving so much tension, entertainment, emotions, and made the whole tournament feeling to be really special. 

The Qualification Tournament had ended, giving three best players to the A-final - Ando Meritee, Ants Soosõrv, and the great fighter Nikolay Mikhailov. Savchenko was deeply sad for the lost chance. The A-final seat was so close to him. But he also proved that he is really a strong player and fully capable to challenge A-final anytime. 

Although the QT was a tough and tiring challenge for the players who passed to A-final, it was also a good practice and warm-up for them. The lack of strength in their A-final games was compensated with better focus and fighting spirit thanks to the recent QT experience. 

The rest of the QT players joined the B-tournament that was held at the same time with the A-final. Ilyin proved that he had overcome the setback in QT and confidently won the B-tournament later. 

