The battle spirit of Taizan Isobe

   From 1964 to 1973 , for the space of 10 years the Meijin title in a 5-game match was contended for by two players: Toshio Nishimura (Kumamoto town, Kyushu island) and Taizan Isobe (Saitama town).

   Having suffered defeat from Toshinori Yamakita in 1959, Isobe put himself a goal "to reach and overtake Kyushu. Combining the traits of the best Kanto (eastern half of Japan) players with "Garyukai" (which means "the club of peculiar styles"), he elaborated a strong individual method, which allowed him in 1965 at the 4 tournament to overtake the Hakone town.

  Up to 12 tournament inclusive (with the exception of 7 tournament) Isobe was winning from Nishimura despite Kyushu support of the latter.

  "Yamakita is the third, Nishimura - the second, Isobe – the first" whom we're proud of - these were the words of Takeo Miyoshi, 7 dan.

  He was called "magician of the board edges", he knew how to lure his opponents into the mazes of middle-play and find a win where none was possible. For persistence in play and resourcefulness in difficult situations Taizan Isobe can be called "a battle spirit", a great champion.

