Moscow Open 1999
By Ants Soosõrv (Translated By Maris Tuvikene)

During June 12-14 a strong international tournament Moscow Open took place in Moscow. The competition was held for the fourth time and as usually, it was dedicated to the Independence Day of Russia on the June 12th , but this time also to the 20th anniversary of Russian renju. 

There were players from 4 countries – besides the organisers there were players from Sweden, Estonia and Uzbekistan. But true, the guests couldn’t offer the Russians any serious resistance.

Unusual was the tournament’s time control. If mostly in Russia a lot of thinking time is given and during one day as few games as possible are to played, then this time only one hour was given for a game (control moves 99. and 100.). The organizer of the tournament, Dmitri Krasnososov, was right to say that during those hot summer days it would be a sin to sit behind the board for a longer period of time.

Now a little bit about the tournament itself. Sushkov and Nikonov were among the leaders from the beginning until the end, showed a quite stabile game and therefore their high places can be considered as deserved. But true, with the quick draw in the last round (with Smirnov) Sushkov showed that he is not a true fighter yet. 

The performance of the main favourite Mikhail Kozhin was unstable. He began with two wins but after that got only half points out of the next three games. However, the following final spurt brought Misha the third place.

The most successful player of the previous Moscow Open tournaments Yuri Tarannikov was hit by an ebb in the meantime and in final result he could probably be satisfied with his fourth place.  

One of the most interesting of the recently arisen players in Russia Vladislav Karejev stayed constantly among the leaders, but his finish was slightly weak.  

The organizer of the tournament Dmitri Krasnonosov started the tournament extremely unsuccessfully. He made a draw in the 1st round with Yuri  Tyaglo, one of the obvious outsiders of the tournament and continued with losses to Tunnet Taimla and his own student Sergei Ogorodov. But further on he won five games out of six (lost to Kozhin) and was able to rise to the top. 

The performance of Swedes was good. Marcus Eriksson showed again that his success on Stockholm Summer Trophy wasn’t occasional and that he can play with strong players like an equal. 

The games of the representative of Uzbekistan Andrei Hramov were probably at first fettered by the lack of practice. But the fact, that he regularly takes part of renju tournaments in spite of all difficulties, brings joy. 

The best of Estonians was Tunnet Taimla, who was able to make a draw with Kozhin and Tarannikov and subdue Makarov and Krasnonosov. Ants Soosõrv was glad to get into the first half of the tournament table. 

Outstanding was the complete lack of  gentlemanhood. All the girls who participated were rudely left among the five last. 

In conclusion I wish Dmitri Krasnonosov strength to organize next Moscow Open tournaments. 
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Games commented by Ants Soosõrv:

Krasnonosov – Soosõrv 1:0, 
65, D11, 5(10

The game stood out more because of its fighting spirit than its high quality. 17(!) and 19(!) seem to be the best black can do after that 13th move. In any case there’s a possibility to sharpen the position and Dmitri did that. 23(!), 25(!) – white responds 

with the same – 24(!?), 26(!?). But 27th (?) is probably a mistake. White should have played after it 28-28, 30-31, 32-38, getting a winning position quickly. Probably black should have played at first 27-A and after that 29-27, but Dmitri already had a lack of time by that time.

The 30?? – white chose a really stupid plan, because after 43! black can win by just moving 45-53. White had a way to escape by moving 48-49, but unfortunately he didn’t understand what was happening on the board…  
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Soosõrv – Sinyov, 0:1, 
46, I10, R, 5(11

This game was the only one on this tournament where I played with black. But no good came out of it either. 

I knew that black should win somehow after white’s 14th move, but how, I hoped to think out behind the board. One of the experts of this position, Viktor Golosov, mentioned to me that he has tried ineffectively to find a win for black here for 30 hours and because of that it was silly for me to try to do it behind the board.

But at least we had some fun in this game. After unsuccessful series 27(31 white has a simple VCF. I saw it only a few minutes after making my move and almost screamed. But then I realized that if the opponent hasn’t placed it on the board yet, then he probably just hasn’t seen the win. Igor thought for about 20 minutes and continued with moves 32(36 and after this all the onlookers followed my example and burst into laughter. Actually I laughed through tears because the position was in its end  and the thinking time practically over. Kostya Nikonov was right to say “sadism” about Igor’s game. 
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