Moscow Open 2000

(In memoriam Nikolai Mikhailov)
By Ants Soosõrv

I looked forward to the next Moscow Open because I hoped to meet three top players of Russia and the whole world: Igor Sinyov, Vladimir Sushkov and Vladislav Kareyev. The two last mentioned had to stay aside because of exams. (Kareyev was still present serving as a referee and trying at the same time to prepare for his exams, which as turned out later he could not pass.) However, the tournament was traditionally strong even without them. 
Together with several well-known Russian players, a number of young talented players participated. The oldest and most-experienced of them - Sergei Shevelyov (Niznii Novgorod) - also managed to win the tournament. Sergei got his only defeat in the third round from Igor Sinyov. Later he gave away only half a point to Alexander Mikhailov (probably he had a victory in this game, but the young man played too cautiously). It seems that Sergei Shevelyov is a talented player and he deals a lot with renju, so I am sure we will hear much of him in the future. His next important tournament will be the Youth WC in Arjeplog, where a very serious duel is waiting for him with another perspective young player Konstantin Chingin from Zhigulyovsk. 
Oleg Fedorkin lost only one game, (in the second round to Shevelyov), but he made two draws - with Sinyov and Barykin. I believe that Oleg may be quite content with his result, as he has not participated in tournaments for a long time. Igor Sinyov remained "only" with one defeat, in addition three draws. To remind his action in Russian High League and WC, where he in two tournaments made only three draws and all other plays he won, it may be supposed that the time-control (60 minutes for 50 own moves and further 10 minutes until the end of tournament) and the whole system of the tournament (three games a day) was not suitable for him. 
On the other hand, in the game with Tarannikov he scarcely escaped from losing and only thanks to the lack of time of his opponent he finally managed to win. Still he had to accept the draws with Kazarin, Fedorkin and Golosov and take defeat from me. Yuri Tarannikov beat me already a second year in a row in the last round, but again it did not give him higher than the fourth place. Summing up the 5 Moscow Open, Yuri is without any questions the best player, places 2nd (he had to leave without playing the last round), 1st, 10th, 4th, 4th. 
It was very nice that Viktor Barykin could also participate. He is a talented and strong player from Volgograd, who has not had many possibilities to travel around on tournaments. Irina Metreveli from Podyga had taken along such players as Kazarin, Nekrasov and the world champion of women Yulia Savrasova (during this tournament she had only the 13th birthday). 
All of them succeeded in playing on the first tables, but especially good was Mihhail Kazarin, who stayed among the leaders up to the last round, when the defeat to Fedorkin blew him a little bit backward. I believe that the Youth WC in Arjeplog will turn out to be another march of triumph for Irina Metreveli and the youngsters under her directing (in the older group of girls she has such stars as Yelena Lebedeva, Oxana Sorohina, Yelena Skalozubova). 
This Moscow Open was again an international one, for there were also three players from Estonia participating - Evelyn Tihkan, Johann Lents and me. Unfortunately, we did not manage to show good games. Still Johann with his well-timed spurt (he won the last three games) succeeded in rising to the 13th place, which is decent for him. 
One place higher than Johann was a computer program (the one of Oleg Stepanov) Meijin 2000, who played quite well for a first time participant. Meijin's next performance will probably take place in Karepa. 
Moscow Open is certainly an important tournament in Russian renju-calendar. It is short, with strong players and at the same time with a number of youths. The foreigners should also think more about participating there!
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