Karepa Open 2000

By Ants Soosõrv
In the years 1996-1999 Karepa tournaments were won by Ando Meritee and usually with a big advantage. This year there was hope for a more equal and interesting tournament. There were three presumable favourites - Vladimir Sushkov, Alexander Klimashin and Vladislav Kareyev. 
In reality there wasn't any tension. Alexander Klimashin, who a couple of years ago had to satisfy with the 13th place on Karepa Open, was sureness himself, by winning all of his 7 games. Two years ago Sasha was more dedicated to studies and therefore was into renju a bit less, but now he is achieving a bigger stability than before. He is a master of positional game, can see combinations ahead and also concentrate brilliantly for the games. He has definitely got good chances to become a serious competition for the best players in the world Ando Meritee and Shigeru Nakamura very soon. 
Vladislav Kareyev demonstrated again a brightly powerful style, which is mainly based on a straight attack. Vlad's power to see variants ahead is amazingly good. Still this kind of a style, "catching storks with an axe" is often destructive for him for example in his game with Klimashin. 
Truly unlucky on this tournament was the third favourite Vladimir Sushkov. During his first game with Kareyev he forgot that the rules of the tournament expected making own 30 moves in 90 minutes and somehow thought that there was no control move. He was checking his variants once again in a winning position when suddenly his time fell and he found out that he had lost the game. In the second round Sushkov met Johann Lents and had time trouble again. Looking for a sure way to win Volodya was late again - the arrow fell while he was placing the control move. So he was without two definite points. He was close to losing one more game by time - in fourth round with Evelyn Tihkan Sushkov barely made the control move. 
That is why the third place on the tournament went to Pavel Ses who had considerably more luck. As usual we had a blitz tournament with free rules (the game starts with placing three stones anywhere on the board, after that reverse is possible and there's only one fifth move). Klimashin also won this with full success. 
Next year in Karepa we plan to officiate a tournament with full thinking time and these rules. Boys from St. Petersburg certainly thought that they would participate. There's definitely a need to test new opening rules, because with the ones that are valid now, we can't hold out for more than a few years.

Finally three games commented by me.
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Soosõrv - Klimashin D8, R, 5a=14, 0:1, 42 
Despite losing I played a good game for myself. 15(!) - I made this move totally spontaneously. I knew that if I'd close the white pair from the other side, which is the most spread continuation, I would be in variants my opponent knew well. Klimashin also agreed with me that the 15th move has had unreasonably little attention so far. 16 (!?) is unexpectedly quarrelsome move, I presumed that Sasha would move 16-17. 17(!) and 19(!) are of course logical moves to make for winning. I weighed the 21st move for a long time. I can't be sure that I made the best move, but after every white's passive answer black's position will have good hopes to win. But 22(!) was a worthy answer. With a sharp move white prevented black's actions well. Kareyev, Sushkov and Ses explored the position later and thought that I should have continued 23-31, after which white still has serious problems. Behind the board it seemed to me that I could win 23-23 and 25-25. Unfortunately white has exactly the power to defend. Onwards I had time trouble and was able to lose the half point which seemed almost sure. 33(??) - gave tempo to opponent. Further on I placed my stones so miserably that Sasha got his last win in a really striking way.
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Soosõrv - Sushkov, D3, 5a=18, 0:1, 24 
7(!?) is an interesting move, which is used quite often lately. Previously I had played 11-15 (Soosõrv - Karlsson, Baltic High League 2000) and now I decided to try 11-11. Kareyev and Klimashin thought that after the 12th move should follow 13-A, 14-B, 15-C and 16-D. My 13th move gave the opponent a choice - he could move 14-17, after which there are 2 ways: if you close it from above then in Klimashin's words there's a sure win for white in a forced way and you wouldn't want to close it from below either. But Sushkov continued quietly, which also didn't make my life easier. 16(!), 20(!) and black had serious difficulties. 21(?) gave white an easy win. Much stronger would have been 21-E, 22-F, 23-21, 24-G, 25-H and to force the opponent to demonstrate [image: image3.jpg]


his real skills in order to win.
Kareyev - Soosõrv, D3, 5a=6, 1:0, 55
I had met Kareyev before three times, all of them in 1997, when he was rather inexperienced. At that time I succeeded in winning two games out of 3 although I had a pure losing position in each of them. This time Vladislav had his revenge, when I outsmarted myself. The variant until the 22nd move is well known from the match Meritee - Nakamura. 23rd move is made in real Kareyev-style. Until the 27th move the game was logical. After that I was troubled by a strange doubt that I shouldn't give the point next to the 17th stone to my opponent and should take it myself. So I continued with a series 28?38 and changed an innocent situation to a nightmare. Maybe it would have saved me if I hadn't played a four on the 36th move, although black has a very strong continuation also then (37-43, 39-36), But now the situation cleared up in a really simple way, because after 41 (!) there is no defence.
Karepa Open 2000 results (Swiss system, 7 rounds):
1. Alexander Klimashin 7
2. Vladislav Kareyev 5 
3. Pavel Ses 4,5 
4. Alexander Milevski 4 
5. Vladimir Sushkov 4 
6. Ants Soosõrv 3,5 
7.-8. Martin Carlsson 3,5 
7.-8. Tunnet Taimla 3,5 
9. Johann Lents 3 
10. Björn Eriksson 2 
11. Evelyn Tihkan 2 
12. Yevgenia Zakatova 0 

