Stockholm Summer Trophy 1998


The official celebration of RIF's first 10 years





By Bjorn Wallgren





During May 1-3 an event with the official name Stockholm Summer Trophy Swedish Open 10 Year Celebration Tournament of RIF took place. As the name tells it was both competition and celebration. Renju International Federation was founded in Stockholm on the 8th of August 1988, but the beginning of May 1998 was the most convenient time to gather again. The tournament itself took place in the YMCA building, while Opening and Closing Ceremonies were at the SKY club. I had the great honour to be referee. Also I had great help of Erik Axlund as non-playing functionary. The main planning on beforehand was made by Bengt Asplund and Stefan Karlsson, but many of the swedish players helped in various ways.


Like in this kind of events it is uncertain until the last exactly who will show up. But when play started we could count 42 players from 4 countries: 18 swedes, 16 russians, 5 estonians and 3 japanese. All 5 members of the RIF Central Committee was there: Tommy Maltell, Yoshimi Hayakawa, Alexander Nosovsky, Peter Jonsson and Stefan Karlsson. The A-tournament was played during all 3 days, 28 players with 7 rounds swiss system. The B-tournament was on the first 2 days, 14 players with 11 rounds swiss system. 9 of these players took part in a Blitz tournament on the last day, with 7 rounds swiss system. 


Favourite in the A-tournament was undoubtedly Ando Meritee, the former World Champion. Many competent players was to challenge him. Experience from WC-finals had Petter Gardstrom, Stefan Karlsson, Igor Sinyov and Ants Soosyrv. Yoshimi Hayakawa won a friendly blitz tournament at the Opening Ceremony. In the first rounds much attention was payed to the lowest ranked of the swedish players, 17-year-old Marcus Eriksson. He took 3 out of 4 (wins against Ivanov and Krasnonosov, draws against Andersson and Milevsky). After that he played great matches against Hayakawa and Sinyov, but finally lost.


Meritee was in great shape and had prepared carefully. He lined up wins against Gaulitz, Milevsky, Karlsson, Sinyov, Andersson and Hayakawa. The first place was already secured when he faced Gardstrom in the last round. Both players fought hard and in the longest game of the tournament Meritee had to give away half a point. So he was clear winner on 6.5 points. Stefan Karlsson as the only player on 5.5 took a fine second place. Among 3 players on 5 points, Igor Sinyov had the best quality.


Result, A-tournament:


  1. Ando Meritee 		Estonia  	6½		  9. Dmitry Krasnonosov  	Russia		4


  2. Stefan Karlsson  		Sweden		5½		10. Hannes Hermansson  	Sweden  	4


  3. Igor Sinyov   			Russia  		5		11. Vitaly Lunkin  		Russia  		4


  4. Petter Gardstrom  	Sweden		5		12. Martin Carlsson  		Sweden  	4


  5. Yoshimi Hayakawa 	Japan  		5		13. Alexander Milevsky  	Russia  		3½


  6. Tord Andersson  		Sweden  	4½		14. Marcus Eriksson  	Sweden  	3½


  7. Ants Soosyrv  		Estonia  	4½		15. Pavel Makarov  		Russia		3½


  8. Rickard Johannesson  	Sweden  	4		16. Peter Jonsson  		Sweden		3½





17. Alexey Ivanaov  		Russia  		3		23. Hiroyuki Tatsutomi  	Japan  		2½


18. Goran Holgersson  	Sweden		3		24. Alexander Nosovsky  	Russia  		2½


19. Tommy Maltell  		Sweden  	3		25. Karen Sirategian  		Russia  		2


20. Sergey Chernov  		Russia  		3		26. Vyacheslav Potapov  	Russia  		2


21. Joachim Gaulitz  		Sweden		2½		27. Tunnet Taimla  		Estonia  	1


22. Anders Bertilsson  	Sweden  	2½		28. Linus Hermansson  	Sweden  	1








In the B-tournament Bengt Asplund as the only player with dan-title was the favourite, but instead it became a race between two gomoku experts, Victor Kaufman and Tomas Hagenfors. They played a draw in the fifth round and since Hagenfors had an early loss against young Sergey Ogorodov, Kaufman took the lead. After 9 rounds it was Kaufman 8.5, Hagenfors 7.5, Ogorodov 6.5 and the others far behind. Then Kaufman unexpectedly lost against young Serafima Krasnonosova (underestimating a foul situation). After wins in the last round Kaufman and Hagenfors had the same score, same quality, but Kaufman had better Berger-points.





Result, B-tournament:


1. Victor Kaufman		Russia		9½		  8. Mutsumi Tatsutomi	Japan		5


2. Tomas Hagenfors  		Sweden		9½		  9. Serafima Krasnonosova Russia		4½


3. Sergey Ogorodov  		Russia		8½ 		10. Martin Karlsson		Sweden		4


4. Bjorn Eriksson  		Sweden		7		11. Sergey Strizhov  		Russia  		4


5. Bengt Asplund  		Sweden 		6		12. Bengt Nyberg  		Sweden		3


6. Johann Lents  			Estonia 		6		13. Aidar Rahmatullin 	Russia  		3


7. Roman Latutin  		Russia		5		14. Irene Einberg  		Estonia		2





Only 9 players took part in the Blitz tournament. Now Bengt Asplund got revenge for the failure in the B-tournament. He won easily with 6.5 out of 7. Sergey Ogorodov took one more trophy with second place and third place went to one of Swedens new players, Bjorn Eriksson.





Result, Blitz tournament:


1. Bengt Asplund  		Sweden		6½		6. Mutsumi Tatsutomi  	Japan		3½


2. Sergey Ogorodov  		Russia		5		7. Martin Karlsson  		Sweden		3


3. Bjorn Eriksson  		Sweden		4½		8. Sergey Strizhov  		Russia		2½


4. Johann Lents  			Estonia		4½		9. Roman Latutin  		Russia		1½


5. Irene Einberg  			Estonia		4





A quick look may say that nothing has happened in 10 years. Like in the foundation tournament 1988 it was now 28 players in the A-tournament. Like then Igor Sinyov was third and Tord Andersson sixth. 


But as RIF President Tommy Maltell said in his speech, renju has spread to many countries and there is a lot of new players. Through Internet RIF has contacts with people on all continents and the future looks bright.
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