Swedish Qualification for WC  

By Björn Wallgren, 1997
The Swedish Qualification to the 5:th World Championship in Renju was played in two steps. The three best from the National Championship in April, Tord Andersson, Göran Holgersson and Stefan Karlsson, could automatically play the second step.

The first step was played in Högsjö during May 17-19. Unfortunately the interest among Swedish players was very low. Only 7 of them showed up in Högsjö to compete for 3 places. The system used was double round robin, which meant 14 rounds and 12 games per player. The time limit was 1 hour followed by repeated 10 minutes/10 stones-periods. With such a system the time schedule gets very tight. Petter Gardström and Peter Jonsson gave us a scare in the first round when they needed 3 hours to agree on a draw. But that later showed to be the longest game of the tournament. These two players were also to play the main characters during the 3 days. Gardström was of course the favourite. The veteran Jonsson normally doesn't have much to say against the best players, but sometimes like now he plays like in trance. In his first 9 games he won 7 and drew 2. In the other half he lost to Gardström, but followed up with a win against Björn Wallgren and secured advancement. Gardström had an early loss against Anders Bertilsson and had to come from behind. But with steady play he, except the draw against Jonsson, also shared points with Rickard Johannesson and Marcus Eriksson, but won the other 8 games. And because Jonsson in the last round in a remarkable game lost to Linus Hermansson, Gardström could win the tournament. Johannesson, Wallgren and Bertilsson had played in the High League of the Swedish Championship in April, but now their play looked very unstable. Johannesson managed to take the third place to the next step. Finally we must mention two rising stars in Swedish renju. Marcus Eriksson (16 years old) played very mature during the tournament, made a draw with Gardström and with his win against Wallgren in the last round came ahead of his coach, Bertilsson. Linus Hermansson (11 years old) is the younger brother of the more famous Hannes Hermansson. He has an enormous fighting spirit and in spite of his age quite a lot of experience. Although still the best players can fool him even in lost positions, but the win in the last round against Jonsson was convincing.

Result, Swedish Qualification, first step:

1. Petter Gardström

Uppsala

9.5

2. Peter Jonsson

Jönköping

9

3. Rickard Johannesson
Jönköping

7

4. Björn Wallgren

Härnösand

5.5

5. Marcus Eriksson

Högsjö

4.5

6. Anders Bertilsson

Högsjö

4

7. Linus Hermansson
Högsjö

2.5

The second step was played in Jönköping during June 23-28. Also here the system was double round robin. The time limit now was 2 hours followed by repeated 30 minutes/30 stones-periods. Unfortunately Rickard Johannesson had to withdraw from the tournament because of his work situation. Björn Wallgren took his place. At stake were one place in the WC A-final and two places in the International Qualification. As it came to be Petter Gardström and Stefan Karlsson totally dominated the stage now. The Swedish Champion Tord Andersson and even more so the Vice Champion Göran Holgersson looked comparatively pale. Holgersson for instance lost both games against Peter Jonsson, but at least managed a draw with Karlsson. Andersson managed a draw with Gardström. The two giants have different approach to renju. Both are of course excellent players and great fighters, but when Karlsson uses all his spare time to practice, Gardström prefers to rest. Karlsson tries to be prepared for every possible situation, while Gardström mostly improvises. In the latest years Karlsson have had the greatest success, but Gardström's 6:th place in the WC 1995 was very convincing. Now both seemed very loaded, but maybe Karlsson was overloaded because in their first game he, as white in D3, missed a sure win and Gardström could counter and win. In their second game Gardström, as black in D11, tried a relatively unknown way of attacking. Karlsson tried to follow as a start but made an unexplainable error in move 44. Doublethreat followed with move 45 and Karlsson resigned. Great triumph for Gardström who got the place in the WC A-final, while Karlsson and Andersson have the right to play the International Qualification.

Result, Swedish Qualification, second step:

1. Petter Gardström

Uppsala

9.5

2. Stefan Karlsson

Jönköping

7.5

3. Tord Andersson

Uppsala

5

4. Björn Wallgren

Härnösand

3

5. Göran Holgersson

Jönköping

2.5

6. Peter Jonsson

Jönköping

2.5
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