The Renju World Championship 1999.

The Renju World Championship is held after every 2 years and it has always the biggest renju event of the year. In the end of July, 1999, lots of renju fans from several countries traveled to Beijing to take part of the big renju festival – The World Championship.

Hereby I want to remind you some historical facts about World Championships. The first World Championship was played in 1989 in Kyoto, Japan. At that time, there were players from three countries (Japan, USSR, Sweden) that were the first members of The Renju International Federation. Ever since more countries have joined RIF and participated in World Championships.

The World Championship festival has traditionally two parts - one is the A-final where the World Champion title is decided, other part is the big International Open Tournament (B-tournament) where every renju fan may take part in. Usually about 60 players play in B-tournament. However, RIF decided to make the Renju World Championship festival even more attractive by adding International Qualification Tournament (QT) and Women Tournament (WT) into the festival program since 1997.

So, the World Championship consists of 4 tournaments now – QT, AT, WT, BT.

Here is the list of former World Championships:

Year

City


Country

Top three in A-final

1989
Kyoto

Japan

1. Shigeru Nakamura (Japan)









2. Hideki Nara (Japan)









3. Toshio Nishimura (Japan)

1991
Moscow

USSR

1. Shigeru Nakamura (Japan)









2. Makoto Yamaguchi (Japan)









3. Aldis Reims (Latvia)

1993
Arjeplog

Sweden

1. Ando Meritee (Estonia)









2. Hideki Nara (Japan)









3. Aldis Reims (Latvia)

1995
Tallinn

Estonia

1. Norihiko Kawamura (Japan)









2. Ando Meritee (Estonia)









3. Dmitri Ilyin (Russia)

1997
St.-Petersburg
Russia

1. Kazuto Hasegawa (Japan)









2. Ando Meritee (Estonia)









3. Takashi Sagara (Japan)

These are the facts from the history. You can see the Japanese domination in every World Championships. Therefore, everybody expected Japanese delegation to show a good result in Beijing in 1999, too.

But when the Japanese delegation arrived to Beijing, it became clear that the great Shigeru Nakamura did not join the delegation and will not participate in World Championship A-final. Naturally, Japanese hopes were put on Kazuto Hasegawa as he was the current World Champion.

Before the A-final could begin, the International Qualification Tournament was played. This tournament had to decide the 5 people who will have the right to play in A-final. Previously, 7 people already had the place in A-final and so they skipped the QT – Kazuto Hasegawa, Norio Nishizono, Takashi Sagara, Yoshimi Hayakawa, Zhang JinYu, Ants Soosyrv, Ando Meritee.

There were three Taiwanese players in The International Qualification Tournament among the 20 players from 8 countries - 李士文, 張益豐, 陳鎮國. It was the first serious international tournament for them, therefore they may have been under heavy pressure and being nervous. I still remember my first big tournaments 10 years ago and how nervous I was at those times. As expected, Taiwanese players did not have much chance to fight for the top 5 places that would have given the right to play in A-final. Even though 李士文 had a good start – he got 2 points from 3 games, he did not have strength to fight the tournament till the end and got 3 points from 7 games totally. The best among the Taiwanese became 張益豐, he had a weak beginning in that tournament but finally ended on 9th place with 4 points from 7 games. 陳鎮國 was almost playing in same style as 張益豐 (weak start, better finish) but he lost his last game to strong Russian player Filippov and got totally 3 points from 7 games.

Here are the final standings of the Qualification Tournament:

Name



Country

Points

1. Mihail Kozhin

Russia

6

2. Vladimir Sushkov
Russia

5

3. Stefan Karlsson

Sweden

5

4. Igor Sinyov


Russia

4.5

5. Pavel Makarov

Russia

4.5

------------------------------------------------------

6. Petter Gardstrom

Sweden

4.5

7. Sergei Filippov

Russia

4

8. Andrey Hramov

Uzbekistan
4

9. 張益豐


Taiwan

4

10. Albert Pogosyan
Armenia

3.5

11. Artis Gaujens

Latvia

3.5

12. Dong Li


China

3.5

13. Tong Liu


China

3

14. 李士文


Taiwan

3

15. Wei Chen


China

3

16. Tord Andersson

Sweden

3

17. 陳鎮國


Taiwan

3

18. Juris Skuskovniks
Latvia

2

19. Peeter Tamm

Estonia

1

20. Aleksey Kobzev
Armenia
withdraw

Russian players dominated completely in that tournament. Only Swedish players Stefan Karlsson and Petter Gardstrom could show some resistance against Russian power. 

Mihail Kozhin is the strongest player in Russia, very talented player and also very experienced. He is also the author of the famous theory book “Click of Stones”. In International Qualification Tournament he showed very powerful result and won the tournament confidently. In past, in earlier World Championships Kozhin had always failed to show good result and now almost everybody believed that this time Kozhin will finally prove his skill and make the success in A-final of 1999.

As soon as the QT was finished and people were congratulating Mihail Kozhin, an interview was made with him.

An interview with Mihail Kozhin:

1. First of all – Congratulations for winning the tournament!

Kozhin: Thank you!

2. Are you satisfied with your games in QT?

Kozhin: In the beginning of the tournament I was very nervous, especially in the second round when I played with Makarov. Eventually I managed to find the only defense move that was very difficult to see. After that particular game the internal tension in me eased up and the rest of the games I played more stable. Briefly saying, the tournament was quite successful for me. In addition to that, I believe that QT is quite good training before the A-final.

3. What do you expect from AT?

Kozhin: There has been a tradition of Japanese Meijin being the World Champion each time when he has participated. In other case the winner has been from Europe. So, this time the Europeans have the good chances. Personally, I try to show a stable playing style as in last two Russian High League tournaments.

4. Please predict the top three in A-final.

Kozhin: I think that in top three there will be one player from Japan, Estonia and Russia.

5. You will be playing in the final for the 5th time already. Still, the results from the last four have not shown your real skill. Can you explain what has caused that phenomena?

Kozhin: Before I thought that theoretical preparation and the skill to sense deeply the position were they keys of success. Since there are no weak players in WC, psychological factors seem to be decisive in equal struggles. Russian renju players have many times lacked the psychological confidence (except Dmitri Ilyin, maybe).

During 1991-1997 I was in rather good shape but my failures were only caused by psychological factors – I just could not cope with pressure. After the WC in Sankt-Petersburg in 1997 I changed radically my system of preparation and I hope to play more successfully this time.

6. Thanks for the interview! We wish you a nice tournament!

Kozhin: Thank you!

