Moscow Open (12.-14.06.1997)





By Ants Soosõrv (translated By Irene Einberg)





This year the Moscow Open was held for the second time. The first one took place the former June. At that time in the beginning all the favourites (Kozhin, Sinjov, Nikonov) were left behind by Jury Tarannikov . He had collected 7 points from the first 8 games. Unfortunately Tarannikov could not play the last game and he had to let by A.Soosõrv, whose coefficient appeared to be better.


This year regrettably Kozhin and Sinjov did not participate. Still, in spite of the superstars absence, the playing-level of the ten bests was evenly strong. Regardless of a loss to Nikonov in the second round, arise again Tarannikov who proved his belonging in the world class and that his victory in the former year was not an accident.  A.Soosõrv's second place was achieved in half of lack. He did not seem to stroke the eye with nothing else than enormously spent thinking-times.


Pavel Makarov is not at all a weak player, but  still his third place was a certain surprise.


Hopefully he has succeeded of  breaking the fear before the authorities and continues in the rising direction.


Konstantin Nikonov started with 4 victories, but increase in the points came tenaciously and he had to reconcile with the fourth place.   


Totally failed the presentation of Oleg Fedorkin who was one of the favourites in the tournament. Maybe a very strong-personelled tournament where he can calmly play the draw fits him better.


Traditionally took part in the tournament Aleksander Nosovsky, who won the Girls' World Champion Jelena Lebedeva  in the final round.


�


The tournament was a good crucial test for young players. The two bests were Serafima Krasnonosova and Sergei Ogorodov, who both were free in one round.








Nikonov-Soosõrv, · 43, D8, R 





Soosõrv comments: Both in Sagara's and Kozhin-Nosovsky's book are given only the first 25 moves. Yet the following moves are very important, too. To my and Nikonov's mind the 26th move should be precisely 26-26. 27! and 29! are logical. 30? Once I played darely 30 by mail. G12! After what White has a solid grasp in the game. For one reason or another I started to doubt my analysis which I made 7 years ago and I lost quickly.


