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By Ando Meritee


Renju-people are usually very strange and funny. The like to make jokes on each other. They like to laugh at jokes. They understand each others' jokes. It is wrong to think that jokes in different countries are very different and hard to understand. 


Renju is not the only reason why renjuplayers come together to the tournaments. They come because they enjoy their being together with other renju-friends. Jokes make a big part of it.


From now on you can read about different jokes, adventures, etc. concerning renjuplayers in Joker Page of the Renju World Magazine.


This time the Joker Page is dedicated to PETER JONSSON who is definitely the most colourful renjuplayer in the world. There are millions of stories about him.
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• Peter likes to forgot things. In 1993, in Opening Ceremony of the World Championship he was supposed to carry out the drawing of lots - he forgot to invite on the stage the two Swedish participants of WC. Tommy Maltell reminded him about it. So Peter said: "Ohh, I forgot!!!" and everybody laughed a lot.


• Peter doesn't like to wake up fast. In 1992 Meritee, Karlsson, Eriksson and Jonsson came from St.Petersburg with the night train. They were awake nearly all night playing renju and having fun. In the morning the train arrived to Tallinn, everybody but them had already went out. After 15 minutes of waiting the train had to leave to some back-up road as usually. Meritee woke up first. He looked out and realised that this was the final stop (Tallinn) and they had to get out now. Meritee started to wake up the Swedish. Karlsson and Eriksson opened their eyes without big efforts but Peter was different. As there were three against one, they finally managed to wake Peter up as well. Meritee packed his things fast and stepped out of the train. 100 meters away there were Soosõrv and Naber waiting us on the platform. Karlsson stepped out 2 min. later… and then the train started to move away. Some moments later Eriksson jumped out. Train was getting more speed. Where was Peter? Soon he was standing in the door of the carriage. It was already dangerous to jump together with his suitcases, so he threw them first and just when the platform was about to end Peter Jonsson made a perfect jump and landed successfully. This is a story to remember!


• If You see Jonsson making a good move in renju and You get surprised, he always answers: "Don't worry, I just play by random!"


• 26.07.97. Einberg, Meritee and Jonsson are in Tallinn, sitting in cafeteria right behind the railway station. Peter had to go to the St-Petersburg (Renju WCh) by train. It was 3 minutes left and Meritee asked Peter: "Don't You think that You may miss the train? The train leaves after 3 minutes and we are still sitting in cafeteria." Peter said: "OK, I agree that it's time to go although I am 95% sure that I will catch the train." He was right indeed - 20 seconds after he stepped into the train, it left.
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