SWEDISH CHAMPIONSHIP IN RENJU 1997 

By Björn Wallgren, 1997
For the 17:th time the Swedish Championship in Renju was played, this year in the capital Stockholm 16-20 April. As it has been since 1990 the competition was divided in an A-group (Stora SM) and a B-group (Lilla SM). In the A-group the 10 best players held a round-robin tournament for the champion-title. The six highest placed will automaticly get a place next year together with the two best from the B-group. The A-group is then completed with players from the national rankinglist. This year the three best in the A-group were also qualified to the final stage of the Swedish qualification to the 5:th World Championship.

Stefan Karlsson who had been champion three years in a row was the main favourite. Maybe Goeran Holgersson and Petter Gardstroem could be regarded as second favourites, but the two veterans Jan Palmgren and Tord Andersson should never be underestimated. In the first round Karlsson lost to Rickard Johannesson, another dangerous name. Also in the first round Gardstroem ”jumped over” one important move in a well-known I11-variation and quickly lost to Andersson. Johannesson beated Gardstroem in the second round and had a full score together with Holgersson. An interesting start was made by 14-year old Hannes Hermansson. Already in the first round he showed were he belonged by making a draw with former champion Palmgren. And then in the second round Hermansson in a spectacular game won against Karlsson. That meant Karlsson and Gardstroem were without points after the first day.

After 3 rounds only Holgersson had a full score and he kept the steam up and actually won his 6 first games and looked like the new champion. But he still had to meet three high-ranked players: Palmgren, Gardstroem and Karlsson. Johannesson could not follow up the fine start and lost game after game. Karlsson and Gardstroem pulled themselves together after the misarable start and took each three wins i a row, but the 6:th round was a new misarable one. Gardstroem only managed a draw with Hermansson and Karlsson lost to Andersson.

In the 7:th round Karlsson and Gardstroem made a draw and now Andersson seemed to be the only threat against Holgersson, who maybe started to feel the pressure. His first defeat came against Palmgren in round 7 and in the next round he lost to Gardstroem. Since Andersson scored two new victories in these rounds, against Bertilsson and Johannesson, they shared the lead before the last round and probably spent half the night calculating Berger-points. However this was unnecessary work since Andersson in a nervous game beated Asplund while Holgersson lost to Karlsson. That meant Tord Andersson was the new Swedish Champion in Renju 1997. He joined the Swedish Federation (Svenska Luffarschackfoerbundet) already in 1979 and has taken part in an uncountable number of competitions. He has always been feared by every player in the world, but because of his incapability of really winning tournaments he has until now been nicknamed ”the eternal second”. Tord is a popular winner and although the other top-players were disappointed with their own performance they welcomed his victory.

Finally the silver went to Holgersson in spite of his 3 defeats in the last rounds. Karlsson took the bronze on Berger-points from Palmgren. Gardstroem disappointed with only 5:th place. Among the others Wallgren managed to finish 6:th and taking a place in next years A-group. In the B-group, with Monrads system 11 rounds and 22 players, Anders Henningsson won without strain. He gave away draws to Martin Carlsson, Linus Hermansson and Tommy Pettersson. Martin Carlsson, who is one of Swedens new rising renju stars, took the second place and joins Henningsson in next years A-group.

Result A-group:
  1. Tord Andersson


Uppsala

7

  2. Goeran Holgersson

Joenkoeping

6

  3. Stefan Karlsson


Joenkoeping

5.5

  4. Jan Palmgren


Goeteborg

5.5

  5. Petter Gardstroem

Uppsala

5

  6. Bjoern Wallgren


Haernoesand

3.5

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------

  7. Rickard Johannesson

Joenkoeping

3.5

  8. Hannes Hermansson

Hoegsjoe

3.5

  9. Anders Bertilsson

Hoegsjoe

3

10. Bengt Asplund


Norrtaelje

2.5

Result B-group:
  1. Anders Henningsson

Goeteborg

9.5

  2. Martin Carlsson


Joenkoeping

8.5

------------------------------------------------------------------------------

  3. Peter Jonsson


Joenkoeping

8

  4. Joachim Gaulitz


Haernoesand

7.5

  5. Marcus Eriksson


Hoegsjoe

7

  6. Mike Dufvenberg

Sundsvall

6.5

  7. Linus Hermansson

Hoegsjoe

6.5

  8. Kristian Gustafsson

Joenkoeping

6

  9. Peder Svensson


Joenkoeping

6

10. Bengt Nyberg


Linkoeping

6

11. Mikael Johansson

Joenkoeping

6

12. Bjoern Eriksson


Stockholm

5.5

13. Tommy Pettersson

Hoegsjoe

5

14. Jonas Frid


Linkoeping

5

15. Marie Lestander


Arjeplog

5

16. Lars Hellander


Arjeplog

5

17. Christofher Widman

Arjeplog

5

18. Daniel Nyberg


Linkoeping

4

19. Sven-Aake Pettersson

Hoegsjoe

4

20. Nils Widman


Arjeplog

2

21. Linnea Widman


Arjeplog

2

22. Jan-Olov Andersson

Joenkoeping

1

Swedish Champions in Renju:

1981 
Tommy Maltell

1989 
Petter Gardstroem

1982 
Stefan Jansson

1990 
Ingvar Sundling

1983 
Ingvar Sundling

1991 
Frank Arkbo

1984 
Stefan Jansson

1992 
Ingvar Sundling

1985 
Stefan Jansson

1993 
Ingvar Sundling

1986 
Ingvar Sundling

1994 
Stefan Karlsson

1987 
Jan Palmgren


1995 
Stefan Karlsson

1988 
Jan Palmgren


1996 
Stefan Karlsson






1997 
Tord Andersson

Games are commented by Tord Andersson


<<< Andersson - Palmgren

Opening i8 with a 17 considered to be very strong. Maybe i8 in 27 is better. After 19, 20 is better played in 39. Already after 21 it is difficult to find a good move for white, and after 23 it seems impossible. From move 25 it is forced win.



Bertilsson - Palmgren  >>>
In this game another strong 17th move is used. The attack with 19 and 21 is easily stopped with 22. Black should try to find some space, 23 feels very tight. After 28 black is surrounded in the lower right corner, and with the moves 29 to 37 he tries to get over on the left side. Up to 45 black builds his attack in a way that stops white from ever getting any counterattack on this side of the board. Now white should simply stop with 46 in 58. Instead he makes a useless attack in lower right corner, which gives black some important extra stones, so when white eventually stops with 58, it is just for black to win. If white stops with 66 in 67, black plays 67 in A and 69 in B.



<<<  Johannesson - Karlsson
Opening I'll and a transition to i6. It seems like natural move, where should it otherwise be played? 12 and 13 seems logical, but after 14 and 16 black does not have much of an attack. With 17 and 19 black desperatly tries to get out "in the air". 20 is the obvious stop and 21 becomes nothing after 22. If 21 is played for instance in 22 or 24 and 22 in 21 black does not get anything either. With 25 black tries to restart in a new corner. 26 is the big mistake, with 27 black wins. 28 and 30 is the best stop, but the beautiful threat 31 can not be stopped anywhere. 26 should probably be played in 31, and in this case if black plays 27-27, white answers 28-A.



Palmgren - Hermansson   >>>
A normal variant of opening i1 up to 21. White stops natural with 22-24 and black takes the standard point 27. 28 is almost a forced stop. With 29 black controls white on the upper side and white still has to care. After 30 in 31 black would have VCT-win. 33 is a threat and 34 stops in four-three-point. Black continues this careful attack not giving away the initiative. White stops in the right points. Maybe 40 in 41 and 42 in A could be interesting. After 47 white is too careful, obviously satisfied with half a point. If he should ever have any chance of winning 48 should be played somewhere on the outside; in 49 or B maybe. After 48 white is easily surrounded by black, and after 51 there is no more space for attack.



<<<  Andersson - Asplund

A variant of d3 sometimes played, with an alternative 14. According to Kawamura it is better to play 20 in A. Black tries to get some connection around the board with 21, and 23 builds up a good position. After 24, 25 in 28 and 27 in 25 is probably a win for black. After white 28 black has no win, since it is possible to stop in 34 (forced move). With 35 and 37 black forces white to use on of his fours. To make a four in B would give black an useful stone. 40 in C is maybe better, but the vital mistake is 42, which must stop in point D. After that black would get in big problems. White will have a big empty area to the left for attacking.
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