Russian Youth Championships In Renju 1997   

By Ants Soosõrv (translated by Irene Einberg)


This year the Russian Youth Championships In Renju took place in Elektrostal. Unlike the former year, Russians did not get any financial support from the National Sportscommittee. This was also the reason why the city where lives the chair of the Russian Renjuassociation was very suitable for the event. Elektrostal has been lately the host of many competitions in Russia because of its cheap hostel- and foodprices.


The Russian Youth Campionships as well as the Youth World Championships were held in three age classes: Group A - boys at age 15 - 18, group B - boys till the age of 14 years and group C - girls down to the age of 18.


For the first time after many years Estonian renju players took part in such kind of tournament, making it international. I do believe that in the future young Estonians will participate in that occurrence regularly.


There was no struggle for the first place in the group A. The recent Russian adult’s champion Alexander Klimashin subdued one opponent after another. It is true that he had to win some of them very quickly because he had a bad tooth and he wanted to see the dentist as soon as possible.

Klimashin, who had just stepped down from the train, had to meet quite a tenacious opponent - Vostryakov from Podjuga. It seemed that the game is going to end with a draw. I also mentioned it to the trainer of Klimashin Victor Aleksandrov (better known in the renju circle as Vityok). Well, he responded self-assuredly that he is absolutely sure of  Klimashin’s victory. Some minutes after, Klimashin had gained a win, indeed.

The most actual claimants for the second place in the group seemed to be Sergei Oljumin from N.Novgorod and Pavel Ses. The latter had subdued in succession Vityok as well as Klimashin in the recent tournament in St. Petersburg. Still, I think that Pavel misses the real content. It does not matter that he was the only one to get half of a point from Klimashin (quite easily, if I may say). For a while in the tournament he lost plentifully points and he in conclusion could be quite happy about the third place.

Sergei Oljumin, who also seems to miss the soul of a fighter, got the second place. Courageous struggle gave to Vostrjakov the fourth place. The World Champion of girls Jelena Lebedeva achieved the sixth place that is in every way a respectable attainment.


There was seemingly a quite a vehement struggle for the first place in the group B. Still, according to my personal opinion, I think that the competitors of Tchingini had reconciled with his victory before the tournament had begun. An exception was maybe the talent of N.Novgorod - Sergei Scheveljov, but he still had little strength for winning the first place. 

The most exciting struggle occurred in the girl’s class. It was almost impossible to predict who is going to be the winner there. I would like to point out as claimants for the first place - Sokolova and Leshukova from Rõbinsky, Skalozubova and Sorokina from Podjuga, Pegova and Kotscheschkova from N.Novgorod. 

The victory was achieved with mighty a spurt by Anna Gross. Since the girl is coming from Zhiguljovsky, it is not such a suprise after all.

In the dense snatching the second and the third place went to Podjuga with Sorokina and Skalozubova.

Finally I would like to add the words said by Nikonov: “It is a pleasure to see renju players who are developing in the course of a day or even an hour.”  
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