Russian Qualification for WC






By Oleg Fedorkin (translated by Ando Meritee)





No.	Player			
	
1	2	3	4	5	6	7	8		
S
	  Place    
Points

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

1.	Krasnonosov		X	½	½	0	½	0	½	½		2½		7		23p

2.	Fedorkin			
	
½	X	½	½	½	½	½	½		3½		4		21p

3.	Kabanov			
	
½	½	X	½	½	0	1	0		3		5		17p

4.	Kozhin			
	
1	½	½	X	½	1	½	1		5		1		38p

5.	Peskov			
	
½	½	½	½	X	0	0	1		3		6		26p

6.	Sinyov				1	½	1	0	1	X	½	1		5		2		34p

7.	Mihailov			
	
½	½	0	½	1	½	X	1		4		3		21p

8.	Nikonov			
	
½	½	1	0	0	0	0	X		2		8		15p

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------	



During 30.04.1997-04.05.1997 there was the Russian Qualification for WC in Elektrostal. The QT was played for the first time. Before they used to qualify directly from the Championship of USSR of Russia of the same year. In order to avoid incidental passes, there was invented a difficult system of points for selecting strongest players during last two years:

Renjuplayers, having achieved the place in top ten in last two European Championships and in last two High Leagues of Russian Championships, got the points which value was opposite to achieved place (for 1st place 10 points, for 2nd - 9pt etc.). According to general plan, in the QT there were supposed to play the ten best players, who would have been selected according to gathered points from previous 4 tournaments. A.Klimashin (20 points) got the right to play directly in final
 
of WC because of victory in High League in Rybinsk. There were given double-points in "top-ten" tournament and they were added to the points which were gathered before. Another place to WC would have been given to the player having biggest number of points. Sinjov had personal place in International QT. Another place
 to International QT would have been given to the winner of Russian QT. But as it happens more often every time, in different reasons refused to play such players like Iljin (10p), Salnikov (11p), Filinov (8p), Milevski (7p), Semjonov (7p), Makarov (4p), V.Aleksandrov (1p), Skuridin (1p) - they were players having at least 1 point. As a result there were 8 players in "top-ten" tournament. According to the gathered points the players were divided into "thins" (Nikonov-9p, Fedorkin-7p, Mihailov-5p and Kabanov-5p) and "fats" (Kozhin-18p, Sinyov-16p, Peskov-16p and Krasnonosov-15p). Everybody solved his tournament tasks - for "thin" it was probably necessary to become first in order to pass to WC, "fats" were thinking about achieving 7th place from 8 (but being third among 4 "fats"). 



The fight in the tournament was hard, division of results (from 2 to 5 points from 7 games) speaks for itself. Although 16 from 28 ended with draw, there were only two "grand master" draws (and both were predictable) - in the 1st round Nikonov-Krasnonosov, in the last round Peskov-Kabanov. We can add little more describing statistics: 15 games from 28 were played in d3, five in d8, two games in i12, d12, d11, d5. The relation of black and white wins was 11:1, player no2 won 10 times from 12 - make the conclusions yourself. There were two leaders by the end of the tournament - Sinyov and Kozhin, A.Mihailov was approaching to them after lazy start, but Peskov, Krasnonosov and Nikonov were not in the best shape. By the last round Sinyov was half-a-point ahead from Kozhin, but the latter would have had better coefficient in case of equal points because he won the personal match. In last two rounds Krasnonosov couldn't win against Peskov and lost to Sinyov, and  lost his chance to pass Stepan, because Stepan had the possi
bility to manoeuvre in his 
last 
game
 with Kabanov. 
Nevertheless, the game Krasnonosov-Mihailov in the last round was quite important for both players (Aleksander had suddenly theoretical chances to the first place). When Nikonov played carelessly with Kozhin and lost quickly, it became clear that Sinyov had to win against Fedorkin. But by that time 
on the board 
there was quite favourable position for white
 in d3 (because of tournament s
ituat
i
on
 Sinyov had to set up the opening where it was possible to play on either draw or victory depe
nding on the result with Kozhin), and the 
exciting game
 still ended with 
the draw after 4½ hours
 of playing, as a good news for Mihail who was nervous
ly
 running
 
between 
two playin
g rooms.
 After the draw in this game and
 
after 
al
most in the same time ended 
 game 
Krasnonosov-Mihailov, the Zhigulyovsk players immediately stopped playing.
 
Finally having won the first tournament during last four years Kozhin will play in WC, Sinyov and Peskov - in Internatio
nal Qualificational Tournament 
(reserve players
 are Krasnonosov, Mihailov, Fedorkin). 
The tournament can be remembered because of unpredictable weather (
when 
it started 
the temperature
 was 20 deg
rees above zero but
 
in 
closing day 
there was snowing) and because of nice 
festal 
noursihing 
dinner in Konstantin Nikonov's home. 





What can we say about Russian qualification system? 


There are o
bvious 
shortages - having got the 3rd place in last WC D.Ilyin didn't reach t
o the qualification system
, but if he had got the 3rd place in Open instead, he would have passed into qualification system
. In International QT there will be 
a 
player
 who got 6th place in russian
 QT, 
but 
not the player
 of 
 3rd
, 4th or 5th place.
 
There
 were p
l
ayers in very unadvantageous position havi
n
g played only in one of four counted tournaments comparing with the players wh
o had played in 2-3 tournaments (
and there is no real qualifications system in Russia for those 4 tournaments - almost ev
e
ry
 interested player can take part in). If I or A.Mihailov had played in one more (of 4) tournament (and there were possibilities for that), the world history might have gone in a
 
different way.
 There could have been an absurd situation in the tournament which was not mentioned in regulations - the player should 
either 
make a draw or lose a game in order to get the desired place according to the gathered points, but definitly 
must
 
not
 win
!
 There are also positive sides of new system: there passe
d the players,  who had the most
 real
 chances
, o
nly Ilyin didn't pass because he didn't show up in QT.

As we could see during the tourname
n
t
, there was quite big chance for "thin" to pass the competitors if he had got even only 3rd place. Looking at sporting side, the tournament was equal and strong, and therefore - very interesting. We have a hope that the new system 
of points will make Russ
i
an play
ers
 to make mo
re often in counted tournaments, as lately the
y did it without certain will
.


At present time there are more "minuses" than "pluses" and Russian qualification system needs some changes, but the essence (the tournament for strongest players) must remain.




I can not lea
ve unmentioned my "epic" achiev
e
m
e
n
t
: the old men were buffing and scratching their napes while trying to remind 7 draws from 15 games in some 
Russian 
High League. 
My phenomenal result consisted of 4 fi
rst games with black, where
 I tri
ed to beat "thins"
 
(against Nikonov I had forced win with 3 moves, against Kabanov I could have attacked better), and of 3 last games with white, where my opponents ("fats" Kozhin, Peskov and Sinyov) tried to beat me. The biggest stimulation 
of such dangerous play
 for 
me 
was my international rating which was (for the first time during last years) the lowest in the tournament
. In the end of QT A.Mihailov gave me festally the deserve
d designation 
the
 
"
dr
aw-boy", which he hi
m
self
 had received in High League in Rybinsk.
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<<< 
Mihailov-Kozhin, ½-½, i12, R

Actual variant: after 16th mov
e there is no win for black,
 the position
 looks losing in strategic aspect. If white
 had played
 the four to point 31, the defencive play would have been hard for black.
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Kozhin-Fedorkin, ½-½, i12, -
 >>>



The refusal from revers had been 
planned
 before game. As 
the 
main sc
h
eme
 does not bring any success for black
, it is necessary to find the other ways for acceptable play. It seems that for black it is better 13-A, 14-B, 15-C, 16-14, 17-D
. For white there are good move 14-15. If 25-E then 26-27 and 
white holds the 
position.





<<< 
Mihailov-Peskov, 1-0, d12, -

Another refusal from revers, and original variant prepared by A.Mihailov. 16
 
- 
incorrect. The black, in turn, makes a mistake with 17: 17-27 is stronger (black was afraid of incorrect attempt with 18-19, after whic
h black wins starting with 19-A). 20 - desicive mistake, i
t must be 20-B, taking
 force from the right side
 
for defending black attack on the left side.

Finally we can say that in this variant of i12 (as the first according to the strength of alternatives) there is no desicive advantage for black according to presen
t
 theory.
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<<< 
Kozhin-Kabanov, ½-½, d3, R

14 moves long variant - "reims-variant". The Kabanov
'
s
 
att
empt to get away from that 12th move ended 
with opening catastrophe
 
in the
 game with Nikonov after 11-57: 12-35, 13-A, 14-40, 15-11, 16-51 with quick win.
 Kozhin holds the position, but doesn't get desicive advantage. White, however, plays not so carefully, letting black to attack strongly which still doesn't lead anywhere.
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Sinyov-Kabanov, 1-0, d3, R
 >>>



La
ter
,
 i
n game Sinyov-Peskov
,
 black continued
 with 17-21 after which followed 18-17, 19-A, 20-32, 21-57, 22-B with the attack wh
ich didn't lead anywhere (it would have been
 more interesting to play 22-C)
. Against Kabanov Igor sets up 4x3
, which happens to be 4xpseudo3. Nevertheless, the nice victory at the edge of the board was found.
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<<< 
Sinyov-Fedorkin, ½-½, d3, R


18th move - N.Mihailov
'
s
 idea, most popular variant in the final of 2nd WC by e-mail. The 
attempt to counter-play looks 
severe
 with
 
black 
pause-move 
19-A (with the idea
 to put in a right moment a threat to point 31), but it is incorrect. 20 - my modification of the variant (in game Nikonov-Mihailov in 1994 it was 20-47, 21-21 but it seems for me that the move 21-20 is unpleasant. In the game (which is currently played) by e-mail Meritee-Kawamura it was offered 
20-21 with 
a sharp play
 after obvious 21
-56 {
later comments: 21-56 is no good
!!!
}
)
. 21, 23 - strongest development for black: in game Peskov-Fedork
in it was 21-51, 22-56 with quick
 draw
 (after 57), in game in e-mail WC Soosõrv-Fedorkin white has also good position after 21-47, 22-56. After ovious answer 24-A it is unpleasant 25-30, 27-24. 
After 25th move 
white by 
cre
ating a double-four c
uts
 the connection between upper and lower sides and defend easily. It is a temptation to play after 26th move to B but the white has forced variant. After 41 white can make a threat after the three 42-47 but it is unripe.
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