ESTONIAN QUALIFICATION FOR THE WC





By Ants Soosõrv (translated by Irene Einberg)








   At this moment Estonia has one place in the WC finals and two places in the international qualification for the WC.


    The Estonian qualification had three stages. A.Meritee, A.Soosõrv, L.Naber, M.Kolk and M.Tuvikene had been primarily released of the first stage. Finally M.Tuvikene decided to participate.  Studying economy in the University of Tartu he does not have practically any time for playing renju. M.Tuvikene found the qualification as a chance to get into a better playing shape. 


In the first stage participated 14 people, so it was quite simple to guess who is going to be the winner. M. Tuvikene won all the eight matches quite easily. The second place was firmly achieved by Ülo Madissoon, as well  (in the Internet known as ymadis). 


Among the six best who were allowed to continue in the second stage besides M.Tuvikene & Ü.Madissoon were: M.Raudsepp, A.Uja, P.Tamm and Johann Lents. The latter had recently conquered the seventh place in Russian Junior’s Championships in the boy’s younger group.


A little unexpected was E.Harju’s seventh place, but since Ü.Madissoon gave up playing after the first qualification stage, it was also possible for E.Harju to continue taking part in the tournament.


    From the second stage all the “strong ones” had joined in the matches and nine rounds had been held in the round-robin. At the results again six bests had been clarified, who could proceed in the third stage. 


According to the regulations in  case of equal points after the third stage, the positions would have been determined based on the results of the second stage.


    Right from the start put a spurt on A.Meritee, M.Tuvikene and A.Soosõrv. Margus could not complain of luck - he succeeded to fool in the equal endings A.Uja, L.Naber and A.Meritee running.


Ando in turn had no difficulties in subduing Ants Soosõrv. Now it was necessary  for Ants to win Margus to gain the arising of the “dead circle”, but he failed.


 E.Harju manifested a totally new playing quality as it often happens with the reserve players (although Eve surrendered to A.Uja while she had a win with seven fours). Much more complicated was the advance to the third stage for M.Kolk But his charm has a special effect on girls. Like in the WC for teams with Balanova, as well now with M.Raudsepp he succeeded to fascinate a draw.























The table after the second stage:





no.    player																pt.	place


1. Ants Soosõrv			X	1	1	1	½	1	0	1	1	1		7,5		3.


2. Marek Kolk				0	X	½	1	0	1	0	1	0	0		3,5		6.


3. Marlen Raudsepp	0	½	X	1	0	0	0	1	0	0		2,5		8.


4. Johann Lents			0	0	0	X	0	0	0	1	0	0		1			10.


5. Margus Tuvikene	½	1	1	1	X	1	1	1	1	1		8,5		1.


6. Aller Uja						0	0	1	1	0	X	0	0	1	0		3			7.


7. Ando Meritee			1	1	1	1	0	1	X	1	1	1		8			2.


8. Peeter Tamm			0	0	0	0	0	1	0	X	0	0		1			9.


9. Eve Harju					0	1	1	1	0	0	0	1	X	0		4			5.


10.Lauri Naber				0	1	1	1	0	1	0	1	1	X		6			4.





     Six best players from the second stage took part in the third or it the final stage. They played with the system where everybody held two games with each participant. I think that many players in the homelike tournaments like these, have great difficulties to concentrate. So it happened that A.Meritee who had not given even a half of a point to L.Naber, could note take more than a point from two games. 


Ando was more careful with M.Tuvikene, because he had recently “felt the stern fist” of his - Ando battled firmly winning both matches.


    After three double-rounds the leader of the tournament with full points was A.Soosõrv. He had dryly subdued M.Kolk, E.Harju and L.Naber. For going hopefully against A.Meritee, Ants had to take 1,5 points from M.Tuvikene. Unfortunately it did not turn out that way. In the first game A.Soosõrv had a great prevalence exiting the opening, but after that he did not notice the danger of the contra-attack and hurtful loss came quickly. M. Tuvikene played the second game insecurely and this gave an opportunity for Soosõrv to have a revenge.


    After the fourth double round the leaders of the tournament with 7 points were A.Soosõrv and A.Meritee, 5 points had M.Tuvikene; L.Naber, M.Kolk followed with 2 and E.Harju had 1 point. 


The results meant that A.Meritee needed at least a point in the final double round  opposed to A.Soosõrv to receive a place in the WC finals. That point A.Meritee succeeded to get from the first game already. In the second game, which was less important, Ando made a severe mistake in the opening and lost. A little unexpected was the result 1,5 - 0,5 between M.Kolk and L.Naber; M.Tuvikene and E.Harju played 1 - 1.

















The final results:





no.	player																									pt. place





1. Ando Meritee			X	X		1	1		½	½		1	0		1	1		1	1			8			1.


2. Margus Tuvikene	0	0		X	X		1	1		1	0		0	1		1	1			6			3.


3. Lauri Naber				½	½		0	0		X	X		0	0		½	½		½	0			2,5		5.


4. Ants Soosõrv			0	1		0	1		1	1		X	X		1	1		1	1			8			2.


5. Eve Harju					0	0		1	0		½	½		0	0		X	X		0	0			2			6.


6. Marek Kolk				0	0		0	0		½	1		0	0		1	1		X	X			3,5		4.





Commented games:





�


A.Soosõrv - M.Tuvikene  O24





�


    Margus evidently feared that if he plays customarily 10 - 12 then I will continue with L10, after what his knowledge about the theory is scanty. I think that after 16 moves the state of Black is quite promising. Probably I should have moved immediately 17-A, but without a longer thought I moved to 17-17. The 18th move was a pretty one, but nevertheless it seems that it was a bluff. It was necessary to move 19 -B. If  White continues now 20 - C, 21-D, 22-20, 23-21, 24-E, 25-F , it is still in a blind alley. If  26-23 then Black simply responds with 27-22, but if  26-22, then 27-6. In the game followed 19??


 


A.Meritee - M.Tuvikene  (33





    10!? It is not a skilful renovation, Margus simply did not know the variant, 11-15 is a logical continuation and White is facing an unpleasant choice - on which side to defend. If move 16-19, then Black wins on the downer side, if 16-16 and 18-18, there is no chance to defend. I think that White could move 16-29 and all what is about to come is unclear.





�


A.Meritee - A.Soosõrv  (31





� EMBED MS_ClipArt_Gallery.2  ���


I tried to exit from the theory as soon as possible and this is the reason why I made this kind of a 8th move. 9! is a dignified answer. On the 11th move Black seems to have an interesting choice. Strong is also 11-20. Twelve is logical. 13-15 is one possible way to develop the position. 17-21 - Black is creating a basis for attack, if not 22-22, then Black itself occupies that point and it hurts for White. Unfortunately White can not escape now, too. 27! 29! 31! and White had to surrender. 



































					10th move died!


�





Unfortunately we must inform you that the 10th move in i10 is dead. It was killed by violent 11th move. What can we do about this? I personally think it is unfair! Please, let me know if it still breathes a little, otherwise I will berry it soon.





Ando Meritee


The chairman of funeral committee





