CHINA-TRIP IN MAY 1997

By Stefan Karlsson, 1997
This was the first trip to China for us (Goran Holgersson, Stefan Karlsson and Peder Svensson), but hopefully not the last. We had a wonderful stay together with a lot of renjufriends. There was a very well organised China Open and also we remember the many specialities of very great Chinese food.

We arrived Beijing airport in the morning the 3rd of May and our Chinese hosts Na Wei, Hannah and Liu Guobin were awaiting us. The tournament and our stay were situated in Beijing Hotel, a very nice hotel where usually officials stay when they visit Beijing. Not only we, but also our Japanese, Taiwanese, and Russian renjufriends stayed there. Our first day in China consisted totally about 35 awake-hours because of the time shift. This made us quite tired the first days in China (but that didn’t stop us, of course).

There’s a lot of people in Beijing, very many bicycles and also a lot of taxis (I would say about half of the cars are taxis). The taxi system is very effective, which we aren’t spoiled with in Sweden. You only make a sign with your hand and a taxi will almost always stop within some seconds. It is also cheap, about 10-20 Yuan (USD 1,5-2,5) for a drive inside the city. Beijing has got a lot of nice restaurants and food. Our hosts brought us to many different styles of Chinese food, for example:

· Sheep-meat and other things we boiled ourselves just beside our plates

· Special Duck-restaurant with all kind of Duck-food

· Noodle-restaurants (like spaghetti)

· And many other kinds

The Chinese style of having a lot of dishes on the table for everyone and pick what you like yourself, we found very interesting and nice. One evening we went to Mc Donald’s (only once!), it was like wherever else in the world. And we also were to another western style place, where they played western style music from the 60’s, like Beatles, Rolling Stones and so on.

Before the China-trip we made plans about buying necessary things which is cheaper in China than in Sweden. For example we bought a lot of T-shirts, silk shirts, silk ties etc. But it’s important to watch out. Sometimes they use ”American sizes” (the salesmen call it that), like we have in Sweden, but more often they use special Chinese sizes which are much smaller for a certain size. They try to compensate it by using sizes like ”XXXXL”, convenient isn’t it. The salesmen (and women) were very persistent and wanted to sell all the time. Almost everywhere it’s possible to bargain and also necessary because the first price they offer is often ridiculous high compared to the price it’s possible to buy for.
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The first China renju tournament, China Open, was sponsored by Compaq and broadcasted all over China by the China national TV, CCTV. CCTV is also the company where Na Wei, the president of the Chinese Renju Federation, broadcasts 3-4 renjuprograms of ½-hour-length every week. Swiss system was decided as the tournament system for the 20 players in the main tournament (9 from China, 2 from Chinese Taipei, 5 from Japan, 1 from Russia and 3 from Sweden). The Chinese players are getting stronger and maybe more important, they are many. In some years they have potential to getting very strong. It was amazing to see Mr. Isobe in action, he proved he’s still a very strong player. Here follows one of the games from the tournament, Karlsson-Nara, with comments:

Nara put the D8-opening and I chose black. The variant up to the 25th move is according to the theory book by Mr. Sagara. We continued the game in a way, which has been played before. In one of the games Sagara played 38-81 against Nishiyama 1988. In the other game Nishimura played 42-61 against Sagara 1986. 42-42 is an interesting move and 43-43 should be the best. Up to 48-48 white makes necessary moves and black can try to build something from the 49th move, though the position looks a little like draw. However, white wanted obviously to make the game very sharp and interesting so he chose 52-52, which takes an important point, but is probably not possible because of the very nice 53-53. After 54-54 black can win, making 55-57. However, I made 55-55 first and after this Nara found  an extremely thin variant, which was defence. 62-62 is the only move and after this black can’t win.

The 8th of May we had a day free from playing and went to the great wall. It was a hot, but very interesting day together with all renjufriends. We had lunch up on the wall and there was also a team match in renju, China versus Japan/Sweden. The players lined up behind and made one move after each other in five minute games. Team Japan/Sweden won finally and the prize was to open a big bottle of Champagne. I, Stefan, got the honour to open it. However it went not very successfully. To everyone’s disappointment there was no fountain from the bottle at all (to little shaking probably). But, renjufriends as we are everyone were happy again when they got some champagne in their glasses. After the tournament we had time to go to Tian-An-Men square and the forbidden city. We saw the huge official buildings and also where the emperor lived.

The tournament ended the 10th of May with a very nice banquet. The Japanese left the 11th  of May forgetting a lot of luggage, so Na Wei had to stop the plane for 20 minutes (which obviously was possible) to get the time needed to catch all luggage. We left Beijing the 13th of May a little less hazardous.

China is a very nice renjucountry and if RIF decides in August 1997 to hold the 2nd Youth World Championships in China 1998, I’m sure it will be a great tournament. By the way, why not (if the Chinese find it possible and they want it) hold the 2nd Team World Championship at the same time and the same place. It could be a good combination of young and older players.
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