BALTIC CUP - 4
By Ando Meritee, 1997
The traditional tournament "Baltic Cup" was organised for the 4th time. This time the tournament took place in Jurmala (Latvia). The "Baltic Cup" has grown up from the Tallinn-St.Petersburg-Riga team competition. This is an open tournament for all countries but the host will always be either Tallinn, St.Petersburg or Riga.

On May 1 all "founder teams" of "Baltic Cup" gathered in hotel "Baltija" in Jurmala. The organiser, Gatis Gurckis, had found this hotel to be an excellent place for renju tournament. Sleeping, eating and playing renju - all in one building.

Though the time (May 1-4) was the best for all teams, there were big problems with gathering players into teams. In some reason strong St.Petersburg players - Klimashin and Aleksandrov - couldn't come. 2 days before the tournament Estonian team had only 2 sure players (Soosõrv, Meritee). All the other estonians had refused to come in different reasons (lack of time or money). So, in last moment Lents and Einberg agreed to play. Latvian team had the biggest problems with getting their players together. Unfortunately Reims was not in Latvia at this time and the local team had to manage without him.

Finally, the gathered teams seemed to be quite equal. And the fight seemed to become very hard.

The teams were:
TALLINN: Ando Meritee, Ants Soosõrv, Johann Lents, Irene Einberg

ST.PETERSBURG: Pavel Ses, Vladimir Sushkov, Pavel Salnikov, Nonna Salnikova, 

(subst: Vladimir Semjonov)

RIGA: Arnis Veidemanis, Gatis Gurckis, Aleksei Demidov, Artis Gaujens, (subst: Nils Teterovskis)

THE DIARY OF THE TOURNAMENT

Round 1: The first round didn't bring any sensational results but something seemed to become clear - St.Petersburg will run away towards 1st place, Tallinn and Riga will fight for 2nd place.

St.Petersburg 4p, Tallinn 2p, Riga 0p
Round 2: The second round proved that latvians were having big problems with finding players to play. Veidemanis couldn't come to play 2nd round and lost to Lents by time. Soosõrv won Semjonov having a serious time-trouble. Latvian team had only 1 point by the end of 2nd round.

St.Petersburg 2p(6p), Tallinn 3p(5p), Riga 1p(1p)
Round 3: Veidemanis was back to play. The game Gurckis-Sushkov was most strange one. First Gurckis doesn't know 5th move in i8 and puts wrong one. Sushkov doesn't take presents and gives back with move 10, finally - draw. Estonians knew that normally they can't get more that 2 points from each round and latvians will start approach to them soon. The only hope was that tournament ends before latvians will catch them.

St.Petersburg 2½p(8½p), Tallinn 2p(7p), Riga 1½p(2½p)
Round 4: Latvians made good effort - 3 points from this round. Meritee made a draw with Sushkov having failed the attack as black in d8. Gurckis was so much late to the round that couldn't play normal game and was easily beaten by Salnikov. Soosõrv invented excellent 14th move in d8 against Ses. In the evening we enjoyed ourselves in swimming pool of the hotel.

St.Petersburg 1½p(10p), Tallinn 1½p(8½p), Riga 3p(5½p)
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Ses-Soosõrv, 0:1, d8, R, 5a=8

Meritee comments: Ses tried to surprise Ants with move 13, and he did! Ants didn't know how to play by theory and had to find his own way. But Ses' surprise cost a lot for himself. Ants invented new 14th move - white win!!! The game shows the best resistance after 14 which is still hopeless.

Round 5: By breakfast time there were only 2 players in hotel restaurant, the others were sleeping. Must have been hard, sleepless night! There were no big surprises in any match of the round. Only Teterovskis mixed the 5th moves in d11 and lost.

St.Petersburg 3p(13p), Tallinn 2p(10½p), Riga 1p(6½p)

Round 6: After 17th move Ses started to think long in his game against Meritee. While he was thinking, almost the same position appeard on board Veidemanis-Salnikov. Salnikov decided to turn away and made another 16th move. However, white couldn't find anything good in any of these two games and lost. The game Mertiee-Ses still last quite long. Therefore Sushkov had prepared trap for Soosõrv. And he didn't have to regret it. Ants didn't remember the right variant and lost finally. Einberg almost surrounded all Teterovskis' stones and the latter already had to be ready for incoveniences ... but the last trap - and Irene fell in. The same thing happened in game Demidov-Lents. So, it was a kind of misery round for estonians. Latvians came closer to others.

St.Petersburg 1p(14p), Tallinn 1p(11½p), Riga 4p(10½p)
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Veidemanis-Salnikov, 1:0, d3, -, 5a=18
Meritee comments: 16th move has become very popular lately. Before people used to play 16-28. Here 19?! I am not sure it is the best move but in current game it had successful continuation. 21! good switching of sides, also good timing. 22 - logical, tries to cut off the righ side but black still passes through with moves 23 and 25.
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Sushkov-Soosõrv, 1:0, d12, R, 5a=7
Meritee comments: Sushkov made good choice among the traps. Ants was not ready to play this variant. 21? - black gave up his chances to win. It should have been 21-23 instead. However, a draw was close but Ants made a bad mistake in the end and lost therefore.

Round 7: By the beginning of the round there were no empty protocols to write game on. So all started without writing and when some time later protocols appeared, the normal play could go on. Demidov's victory over Salnikov was quite unexpected and gave big hopes for latvians for last round.

St.Petersburg 2p(16p), Tallinn 2p(13½p), Riga 2p(12½p)



Meritee-Veidemanis, 1:0, d12, R, 5a=7

Meritee comments: Like often happens, Veidemanis set up a trap for Meritee. Meritee didn't remember the right variant, indeed. Variant up to 13 was based mostly on intuition than remembering theory. 15 - out of theory. It should have been 15-18 instead. After 17th Meritee realised that there was no straight way to attack and started to look for "underwater ideas". 19?! - Veidemanis didn't understand what was going to happen and stopped for sure with 20. 21!! and the idea becomes clear. Avoiding the black connection with lower side, Veidemanis played the only 22nd move. Otherwise black would have won in lower side. 23! - classical development. Since there was enough space for black, white couldn't find any defence.

Round 8: The last round. Latvians had calculated theoretical way to victorious end: if they win all their 4 games and Meritee and Soosõrv take their points too, then Latvia is 1st. But Ses and Sushkov didn't broke and brought their team to golden place. Meritee had really hard game with big time-trouble against Salnikova. He had never had so little time before.

St.Petersburg 2p(18p), Tallinn 2p(15½p), Riga 2p(14½p)
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Salnikova-Meritee, 0:1, d3, R, 5a=58

Meritee comments: It was quite interesting game. Meritee tried peculiar 16th move. 17 and 19 were logical. There had past so many years since Meritee had analysed this position and his memory let him down - 20??

Now black had real chances to win but Salnikova didn't use her chance in a best way. In fact, she played too quickly in a stage where she should have calculated more carefully. However, by 70th move white was back in business. Suddenly white got greedy - 72? Meritee didn't notice the possible threat in move 75. The punishment was close now. Meritee spend now both his normal and baiomi time and having 20 seconds left he started to make moves. 

81 - nervous moment! 82 - still correct despite awful time-trouble. Disappointed Salnikova started to think long for finding any good continuation. Meantime Meritee had time to breathe and prepare himself for next moves. Move 83 was followed by immediate answer 84. Hopeless series of black fours didn't lead anywhere and after 92 Salnikova gave up. Meritee had about 8 seconds left which would have been enough to win.

The tournament table:

  


       Riga                      St.Petersburg                  Tallinn                Team pts.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

 1. Veidemanis A.
XXXXXXXXXX
1      1     1     1
0     0     -      1
5p

 2. Gurckis G.

XXXXXXXXXX
0     ½     0     1
0     0     1     1
3½p  14½p

 3. Demidov A.
XXXXXXXXXX
0      0     1     0
0     0     1     1
3p

 4. Gaujens A.

XXXXXXXXXX
0      0     0'    1
0'    0     1     1'
3p

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

 5. Ses P.

0     1     1     1
XXXXXXXXXX
0     0     1     1
5p

 6. Sushkov V.
0    ½     1     1

XXXXXXXXXX
½    1     1     1

6p     18p

 7. Salnikov P.

0     1     0     1
XXXXXXXXXX
0     0     1     1
4p

 8. Salnikova N.
0*   0*    1     0

XXXXXXXXXX
0     0*    1     1*
3p

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

 9. Meritee A.

1     1    1     1

1     ½     1     1
XXXXXXXXXX
7½p

10. Soosõrv A.
1     1    1     1

1      0     1     1
XXXXXXXXXX
7p     15½p

11. Lents J.

+     0    0     0

0      0     0     0
XXXXXXXXXX
1p

12. Einberg I.

0     0    0     0

0      0     0     0
XXXXXXXXXX
0p

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Substitutes: Nils Teterosvskis (') and Vladimir Semjonov (*)
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