The eleven games from the World Championship, 2001 

By Ando Meritee, 2001 

In this article, I comment all my 11 games from the last World Championship. I try to be brief and clear in my evaluations. My comments should give you the idea how I prepare my games and choose my tactics. The perfection of the games itself is secondary. I did not try to play perfect games. My plan was to play fast, short, aggressive, and surprising games. I managed to do that in most of my games. Some of the games may not be played in the best way, but they were all right considering my concept. 
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Meritee - Ishitani, 1:0, 29 moves 

I had analysed those positions together with my Taiwanese student Finite. At that time, I remember, we found some problems in black attack, but when I checked the variants during the game with Ishitani, I could not find any obstacles. So I followed the analysis which had proved the loss of the 14th move that Ishitani played. Simple and surprising attack. Ishitani did not think too long and resigned soon. Our game was the first finished game in AT. The other players were still playing their games. After the game, Ishitani asked if the 14th move was sure loss. And without waiting my answer, he changed the 16th move to the other side of black three, and placed the same 17-17, and looked at me, wondering if I was going to play that 17th move in that case. I said yes. And I also added that black seems to win regardless of the black in move 16. Ishitani agreed, and stated that he could not see any defense for that either. That sudden attack was a surprise for Japanese and also for several AT players. 
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Kim - Meritee, 0:1, 46 moves 

Kim is a newcomer in AT. However, I took the game with him seriously. I did not want to make same mistake that I did 2 years ago with Zhang. Those who remember my game with Zhang, they probably remember how I underestimated him and played very poorly in that game. This time everything was different. I made calm and serious calculations for my tactics against Kim. I was not very familiar with Korean players' preparations, but I was aware of the main trends of Korean renju theory development. When the game began and the first 9 moves were played then it became clear what Kim was going to play. Obviously he had prepared against standard development 16-17 and 17-g10. I do not know much about the outcome of that style, therefore I continued my own plan that I had introduced to my students long time ago as a solid development for white. I knew there was no way to surprise me even though he knew my tactics. Moves 16. 18. 20 and 22 - the pattern of my development. Move 23-23 and 25-25, the strongest in my opinion. I was not very well prepared for 27-27 that he played, therefore I spent lots of time there, and yet played too carefully. I chose the plan of 28-28, 30-30, 32-32 which may not be the best way. But it was the 2nd round of the tournament and there was no need to gamble. The white advantage looked promising despite the safe plan that I chose. Moves until 40-40 are natural. I tried to search for sure VCT after that, but I did not have much time left. Therefore, I played a tactical move 42-42 which had two purposes. First of all, I won some thinking time - while he was trying to decide how to block in that area, I could continue search of my VCT. The second purpose was that if I cannot find the VCT, then my 42-42 would help to connect the sides and bring additional power to white attacking area.
However, for my big surprise, he missed my simple threat in the area of 42nd stone and blocked the area where I was searching VCT. This is how the game had a surprising end. Kim played very well. This was one of my longest games in AT this year. 
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Meritee - Nara, 1:0, 41 moves 

When I saw Nara's 12th move, I realized immediately what was his plan. He wanted to surprise me in the variant that I had played 2 years ago in AT against Karlsson. I had seen some Japan tournament games before, and I remember they had been investigating those variants. He expected the move 23-e5. However, my tactics in this tournament was to surprise opponents, to play differently than they expect. I knew that he might also expect me to follow the style of Nakamura (the game from the meijin match), but I expected some problems for black there. Therefore I chose calm and powerful positional style. Nara is a strong player. He practically played the best moves all the time. But it was not enough to save the game. This game proves that black does not need to use sharp style here. The key of black success is to balance the right side first, and to keep the pair 19_9 alive as long as possible. Many players like to play the black stone to point k9 (below 13th stone) at some time and let white take the point k11. I disagree with that plan. I can only understand the move k9 if it will be followed by VCT. Otherwise it simply wastes black sources and destroys the helpful pair 19_9 that would help to support the left side. It is worth to mention that the tactics of 23rd move was not my home analysis but the discovery during the game. 
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Gardström - Meritee, 0:1, 48 moves 

This was my second game as white. Unlike the previous AT and my match with Nakamura, I seemed to have quite even distribution of color - 2 games as black and 2 games as white after 4 rounds. I had played so many times as black before, so the people were expecting to see my games with white. The opening development is well known until 16th move. The continuation of the variant until 24th move is less known, but yet not a surprise for anyone. Move 25 - one of the possibilities. Makarov claimed after the game that 25-g5 would have been better. I agree with that, however, even in that case our analysis proved white clear advantage. Anyway, I do not want to rush to make the final conclusions about 25-g5. It is surely worth deeper analysis. In my game with Gardström, I chose an aggressive style with 28-28, keeping in mind the possible black counter-attacks. Move 30-30 - it was the most beautiful move in the game. Petter agreed with that. Only the people who analysed this game deeply would understand the meaning of that move. And after that, all of the sudden, black was out of choices. The counter-attack was impossible, and the defense seemed hopeless because white controlled the space already. He tried to play actively, bluffing a bit, but I had enough thinking time left to play calmly and operate with tight moves such as 32-32. The game ended with the beautiful white attack, catching the forbidden 3x3. (Note that Japanese website renjusha.net has a mistake regarding the moves sequence in this game - see the 26th move). 
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Soosõrv - Meritee, 0:1, 72 moves 

Once again I played with whites. I chose the popular 12th move in d11 opening. I did not want to play too passively in that variant, therefore I played an aggressive 20-20. It is a space move that gives up the tempo and lets black attack. It is much better move than passive 20-27, considering that I wanted to win the game, not to make draw. However, I had to be very careful, to be sure that black does not have winning attack. I could not find the win though. Ants continued with natural moves 21-21, 23-23, 25-25, and then he decided to try the straight attack with 27-27 and 29-29. I had counted on that, and blocked quickly. Soosõrv is an experienced player. He knows when it is time to cancel the attack, and return to positional play. However, it was too late. He had spent too much time in searching the win. Now he did not have enough time left to play perfect defense moves. The clock was playing against him already. He defended very calmly and well, and only in the end, he missed a simple threat. It would not have happened if he had had more time left. 
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Meritee - Gaulitz, 1:0, 43 moves 

This was one of the games in the tournament where I knew the variant and the result before the game began. Gaulitz had been too predictable in the tournament, and everybody knew he was going to play that 12-12. I knew the sure win in that variant, of course. Moves 25-25 and 27-27 are the only way to black win. After the 28th move I spent lots of time in searching the win. I did not want to rush, therefore I counted the win slowly and carefully. This attack was a surprise for all AT players except for renjuclass students who might have seen similar attack in one of the lessons before. In the renjuclass, Zhang from China introduced the variant of black attack with a small inaccuration, but later on he fixed it, too. Russian players came to my table right after the end of the game, and announced there was a simpler win. They suggested 21-23 and 23-j5, but they could not prove the black win when I set 24-k6. In my opinion, the attack through points h7 and j5 is correct only if white plays 20-21 first. 
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Meritee - Sinyov, 1:0, 35 moves 

This was the 4th day of the tournament. I had two difficult games to be played that day, with my main rivals Sinyov and Sushkov. Most observers named the 4th day of the tournament to be decisive in the struggle for the champion title. People predicted my confident win the Championship if I survive the 4th day. Sinyov surprised me with the choice of the opening a bit. I could not figure out what was his tactics. I chose the standard 5th move, and I continued with standard moves, trying to guess his plan. Perhaps the 14th move? No. We passed the 14th move through standard path. Perhaps 18-20? No. He chose the traditional 18-18. There it was - 24-24. It was Filipov's comment after my match with Nakamura. Perhaps other Russians had the same opinion. However, I could not see any reason of playing 25th move to the opposite side of the three. I had studied it briefly before the match with Nakamura. Black gets the tempo anyway, except that now black must show different style of development. Moves 27-27 and 29-29 were played according to my plan. Move 28-28 was a mistake. Now black won fast, because white cannot defend, and in case of white's counter-attack black would cut it from k12. If 28th move was played to the opposite side, then the black attack would have required several other technical moves. 
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Meritee - Sushkov, 1:0, 33 moves 

The second key game of the tournament. I knew the importance of that game, of course. Therefore I spent the free time that I had because of quick game with Sinyov in previous round, to prepare against Sushkov. I could easily predict what he will play in d3 opening after having checked the database records of Sushkov and Klimashin games and after seeing the game Gardström-Sushkov in this AT. In that game, Gardström could not find any effective plan against Sushkov 16th move. I knew Sushkov was going to play it again as it once brought him success already. All I had to do was to find the satisfying black development for such 16th move. I searched quite a long time, until about 20 minutes before the round I found the sure win in all variants. I smiled and told myself this analysis will bring me the win in the coming round. And this is exactly what happened. I spent only 7 minutes in that game. It must be one of the shortest thinking times spent in the history of World Championships. The black attack was really beautiful. The sequence of the moves was very important. The weakness and mistake of Sushkov was that he underestimated my preparation and he decided to play a very obvious variant. This game shows so well the importance of preparation specially against each opponent, knowing the opponent's play style and opening selection. It is important to surprise the opponent and not let the opponent surprise you. Everyone knows it, but only a few people really use it in real games. 
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Meritee - Nikonov, 1:0, 37 moves 

Before that game I had already got 8 wins, and the 1.5 point gap from the 2nd place player Sushkov. I needed to be careful, to keep the leadership. But on the other hand, I wanted to win and get a good record in the tournament. I had prepared the d11 opening for Nikonov, but in the last moment I decided to use d3 instead. I did not have time to check Nikonov's games from the database before the round because I did not get the adapter for the notebook from our Finnish friend Pellikka by the right time. Therefore I was not prepared for the 16th move that he played. It surprised me. I thought deeply about the next move. Probably over 1 hour, I do not remember exactly. The variants were really difficult, and I was too tired to calculate all the endings. Move 19-19 was a bit extraordinary, but also promising. His 20-20 was stronger than I expected. I had hoped that I have VCT after that but I was wrong. Hoping that black material will help to block any possible counter-attack on the right side, I played aggressive 23-23 and 25-25. That was a mistake. Our analysis later showed that he could have had a winning attack there on the right side in that moment. The win was quite tricky, eliminating black cuts and counter-forces, but yet seemed to be white win. (Indeed, we did not analyse it very deeply after the game.) Nikonov and I could not see the win during the game. So he played defensive 26-26. White position fell apart very quickly after that. I guess he should have tried to attack on the right side even if he didn’t see the win, because the defense on the left side was pretty hopeless. 
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Meritee - Lin, 1:0, 17 moves 

When I saw the i11 that he set, I immediately knew his plan. He was going to struggle against standard 7-i10. Knowing that he does not know much about the old style of 7-7, I decided to play that. I was very surprised to see his 8-8. Probably he had given up fighting in the tournament having 9 straight losses already. Black win was very easy. 
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Meritee - Karlsson, 1:0, 39 moves 

I had got the champion title before that round, but everybody was expecting the magic 11 wins. And they all knew I was going to hunt it. Stefan knew it, too. At that time, he did not know the situation about the final places in top 7. He did not know if he needed a draw or not. He opened i11 with obvious plan to make a draw, to secure his place in top 7. I wanted to know his plan in the main variant, so I didn’t change anything, I just followed the main path. He decided to play another 8th move. In renjuclass I had taught the active 9th move (9-g8), but it was not the right time and right place to play in such active style. I chose a positional style 9th and 11th move which I had used against Ilyin in the USSR Youth Championship 10 years ago. I was probably a bit careless, because I let him have an activity in move 18. I guess I should have kept the tempo for safety reasons. However, everything was calm soon again, and black continued the attack. After 25-25 there was no defense already. I got my 11th win, and Karlsson got his satisfying 6th place after Nikonov had lost to Nara. (For the record, webmaster of renjusha.net forgot to show the moves 33 and 35, that may let us think that many other game records have mistakes as well. The database creators and publishers should double check the game records). 


